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ng Progreſs of the SE CESSLON, 
HE anstieg of he Secefſon with former events; 


- renders neceſſary, a rehearſal of a variety of facts, 
prior to the date of it. — Our Reformers not only pu- 


bliſhed, but procured the eſtabliſhment of the docttrioes 


of Chrift, maintained by Calvin, in their Confeſſion of. 
Faith: they alſo introduced his ſcriptural plan of Preſ- 
byterian church government ; according to which, eve- 


ry miniſter has equal power: and according to which, 
the eccleſiaſtic courts of ſeſſions, preſbyteries, and ſynods 
are held of divine authority; and ſubordioated the ery ' 


mer to the latter, 


The great lines of this aac then marked out, in Wer "ol 
firſt book of diſcipline: a more clear and diſtinct delinea+  - - | 
tion therof, they gave, in their ſecond z which every mis | 
niſter among them was required to ſubſcribe. Au ex? 
preſs parliamentary ratification of this form of 'charch 
government, they, after nd ſmall ſtruggling, at laſt ob- 


tained in 159 2. Ia direct contradiction, however, td 


their ſecond book of diſcipline, patronage was nene 203 


ed, and ſundry other evils not fully aboliſhed. 


church goverament, and ſet up the Epiſcopalian in its 
ſtead 


Gmple and ſcript ural form of: worſhip, introduced by our 
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An Hi/torical Account of the Riſe 


Quickly after, partly by fraud, partly by force, king | * | 
James gradually pulled down the Preſbyterian form of - 


He aſſumed a fſpiritnal head ſhip over all perſons | 
and cauſes in the church. This, the parliamentrequirs* - | 
ed many of the ſubjects to acknowledge by oath- The 1 


reformers, he began to exchange for the ſuperſtitiouus 
ove of the Engliſh. By his influence, a general aſſem- 

biy at Perth, chiefly ae of his on creatures, ad- 

mitted the five ſubſequent articles, viz. koeeliog at the 

Lord's lupper; private adminiſtration of it to ſick per- 
ſons; private adminiſtration of baptiſm to diſtreſſed in · 
"RIS confirmation of children, by the laying: on of the 
hands of the biſhop; and the annual celebration of five | 
holy-days, commemorating the nativity, death, [reſur- 7} 
Son, and aſcenſion of Chriſt, and the ies | 
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deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe, from the place where 
they were enacted, are ordinarily termed, the Articles 
of Perth. © 
Janes had not finiſhed his Wissel modelling of our 
church, when death cut him off. His ſon Charles I. with 
the aſſiſtance of archbiſhop Laud, beſtirred himſelf, to 
render her altogether Engliſb, or rather a little more Ro- 
| miſh. Fired with indignation at the tyrannical impoſi · 
tion of half-popiſh canons and liturgy, many of all ranks 
in Scotland took the alarm. With the moſt bold, tho“ 
patient ſtruggling, they at laſt obtained the royal indic- 
tion of a free aſſembly and parliament. The aſſembly 
meeting firſt in 1638, had plenty of rubbiſh to remove: 
The national covenant, ſworn a little before, referred a 
- vaſt deal of matter to their conſideration. The ſix packs 
eld meetings of the general aſſembly, which aſſiſted kiog 
James to deform the church, they annuled. The litur- 
By, the book of canons, and of ordication ; the unlaw- 
ful oaths of jntrants to the curacy; the office of biſhops ; 
| the high commiſſion court; and civil offices of kirkmen, 
they condemned. The moſt active ring'eaders in the 
former apoſtacy, they cenſured. All the biſhops were 
cited to their bar; and, notwithſtanding of whatever 
themſelves, or the king's commiſſioner could do, in their 
behalf, nine of them were excommunicated; three of 
them depoſe from all office in the church; two of them 
flepoſed from their Epiſcopal function, and ſuſpended 
from the miaiſtry. The aſſembly, moreover, reſ- ned 
Kirk-ſefhons and ſynods, provincial and national, to the 
order preſcribed in the ſecond book of diſcipline; aud 
revived or enacted a number of excellent rules for main - 
taiging the order and purity of the church. They not 
- only continued their meeting after the kin*'s commiſſi- 
oner pretended to difſolve it; but exptelsly affit med 
their divine, eccleſiaſtic, aud civil authority, to hold ge- 
neral aſſemblies, whenever it is neceſſary. They nevers 
theleſs avowed, that the king, though a bigot for 


Prelacy, had power te call and conveen ſuch courisy 


and in caſe he called one next year, they agreed to de. 


ſert the diet which themſelves had fixed,” and obſcees 
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Riſe and Propreſ? of the Jeceon. 
This faithful aſſembly of Glaſgow, king Charles pro- 


claimed to be, after his commiſſioner's diſſolution. there, 


of, an unlawful and ſeditious meeting; nor did any of 
the reforming parliaments ever acknewlege its authori- 
ty. The ſubſtance of its principal acts, the Aſſembly 
1639 threw together into a new act, and ſoftened ſome 
of the expreſſions. This the parliament 1640, expli- 

citely ratified, They alſo revived the formentioned act 
of 1592, in all the points and articles thereof; and ex- 
preſly declared, that the ſole and only power and juriſe 
dition within this kirk, ſtands in her ſeſſions, preſbyte- 
ries, ſynods, and general aſſemblies. With ode conſent 
both church and ſtate went foreward, promoting refor- 
mation, and ſuppreſſing Popery, Prelacy, and profage- 


neſs; and prompted their neighbours in England and | 
Ireland, to follow their example. The Weſtminſter Con- 
feſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, with their Director) for {| 


worſhip, were ratified by both church and ſtate. - The 
Weſtminſter Form of church-government was expreſly re · 
ceived by the church; but never ratified by our ſtate. 

For eleven yeats of this reforming period, patronage | 
retained its legal force; nay, by ſome acts, both church 
and ſtate, directly or indirectly, approved it. Care was, 
however, taken, that no miniſter ſhould be obtruded - | 
upon the Chriſtian people againſt their will. Ia 1649, 
the parliament cleanly aboliſhed it as a Popifh cuſtom, 
and an oppreſſive grievance to the people of God. lu 
conſequence hereof, the aſſembly that year framed a Di» 
rectory for the election of migiſters ; which, it is pre- 
ſumed, aſcribes to the ſeſſiou more power, thay is al- 
lowed them, by the oracles. of Chriſt. 

Nothing ſo much diſtinguiſhed our anceſtors, as thts 
public covenanting with God. Divinely affored, that, X 
in the days of Moſes, joſhua, Afa, Joalh, Joſiah, and Þ| 
Nehemiah, the Hebrews had, with his approbaion, thus, © 
dedicated themſelves and their ſees to the Lord: Con 


viaced, that public covenanting is no where, in the ſa- 


\ ered page, - repreſented as a ceremonial ſervice, aud lo, 
muſt be equally lawful node the New di. penfaricg as 
> at. It. Was pe to- 
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deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe, from the place where 
they were enacted, are ordinarily termed, he Articles 
. wp 
James had not finiſhed his intended modelling of our 
church, when death cut him off. His ſon Charles I. with 
the aſſiſtance of archbiſhop Laud, beſtirred himſelf, to 
render her altogether Engliſb, or rather a little more No- 
mi/h. Fired with indignation at the tyrapnical impoſi - 
tion of half-popiſh canonsand liturgy, many of all ranks 
in Scotland took the alarm. With the moſt bold, thy” 
patient ſtruggling, they at laſt obtained the royal indic- 
tion of a free aſſembly and parliament. The aſſembly 
meeting firſt in 1638, had plenty of rubbiſh to remove: 
The national covenant, ſworn a little before, referred a 
- vaſt deal of matter to their conſideration. The (x packs 
ed meetings of the general aſſembly, which aſſiſted king 
James to deform the church, they annuled. The litur- 
gy, the book of canons, and of ordioation ; the unlaw'- 
ful oaths of intrants to the curacy; the office of biſhops; 
the high commiſſion court; and civil offices of kirkmen, 
they condemned. The moſt active ring'eaders in the 
former apoſtacy, they cenſured. All the biſhops were 
cited to their bar; and, notwithſtanding of whatever 
themſelves, or the king's commiſſioner could do, in their 
behalf, nine of them were excommunicated ; three of 
them depoſe from all office in the church; two of them 
flepoſed from their Epiſcopal function, and ſuſpended 
from the miaiſtry, The aſſembly, moreover, reſ- red 
kirk-ſefions and ſynods, provincial and national, to the 
order preſcribed in the ſecond book of diſcipline; and 
revived or enacted a number of excellent rules for main- 
taiaing the order and purity of the church. They not 
_ ovly continueFtheir meeting after the king's com miſſi- 
oner pretended to diſſolve it; but exprelsly affirmed 
their divine, eccleſiaſtic, aud civil authority, to hold ge- 
nhneral aſſemblies, whenever it is neceſſary. They never- 
: theleſs avowed, that the king, though a bigot for 
7 Prelacy, had power to call and conveen ſuch courts; 
and in caſe he called one next year, they agreed to de- 
ſert the diet which themſelves had fixed, and obſerve 
thai, which his majeſty ſhould appoint. 
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This faithful aſſembly of Glaſgow, king Charles pro- 
claimed to be, after his commiſſioner's diſſolution. there, 
of, an unlawful and ſeditious meeting; nor did any of 
the reforming parliaments ever acknewlege its authori- 
ty. The ſubſtance of its principal acts, the Aſſembly 
1639 threw together into a new act, and ſoftened ſome 
of the expreſſions. This the parliament 1640, expli- 


citely ratified, They alſo revived the formentioned act 


of 1592, in all the points and articles thereof; and ex- 
preſly declared, that the ſole and only power and juriſe 
diction within this kirk, ſtands in her ſeſſions, preſbyte- 


ries, ſynods, and general aſſemblies. With one conſent. 


both church and (tate went foreward, promoting refor- 


mation, and ſuppreſſing Popery, Prelacy, and profane- 


neſs; and prompted their neighbours in England and 
Ireland, to follow their example. The Weſtminſter Con- 
feſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, with their Directory for 
worſhip, were ratified by both church and ſtate. The 
Weltminſter Form of church-government was ex preſly re · 
ceived by the church; but never ratified by our ſtate. 
For eleven years of this reforming period, patronage 
retained its legal force; nay, by ſome acts, both church 
and ſlate, directly or indirectly, approved it. Care was, 


however, taken, that no miniſter ſhould be obtruded 


upon the Chriſtian people againſt their will. In 1649, 
the parliament cleanly aboliſhed it as a Popiſh cuſtom, 
and an oppreſſive grievance to the people of God. lu 
conſequence hereof, the aſſembly that year framed a Di- 


rectory for the election of micilters ; which, it is pre- 


ſumed, aſcribes to the ſeſſion more power, than is al- 
lowed them, by the oracles of Chriſt. : 

Nothing ſo much diſtinguiſhed our anceſtors, as their 
public covenanting with God. Divinely aſfured, that, 
in the days of Moles, Joſhua, Afa, Joalh, Joliah, and 
Nehemiah, the Hebrews had, with his approbagon, thus 
dedicated themſelves and their ſeed to the Lud: Con- 
viaced, that public covegaating is no where, in is [cs 
cred page, repreſented as a ceremonial {ervii!, tony © 
mult be equally lawful under the New ip? itte a 
der the Old: Con that it was <picil; 1 —5 
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An Hiſtorical Account of the 
miſed to take place under the goſpel *; and, with apo- 
ſtolic approbation, was probably practiſed in the Mace- 
donian church + : Convinced, that if ſubjects, on pro- 
per occaſions, may eater into a ſolemu aſſociation and 
bond, to promote the ſervice, honour, and ſafety of their 
ſovereign ; the profeſſed ſubjects of Jeſus Chriſt, may, 
in a ſocial manner, devote themſelves, to promote his 
intereſt and honour : Convinced, that if a number of 


- Purchaſers at once may take out a charter for their pro- 


perty, wherein they conſtitute themſelves and their heirs 
the vailais of a prince, duke, or lord; there can be no- 


things unreaſonable, if a number of men take hold of the 


everlaſting covenant, and God ia it, for their God, and 
the God of their feed; and hereon devote themſelves 


and poſterity to be his honourable vaſſals and ſervants : 


Convinced, that if one man may ſolemaly devote himſelf 
to his Maker; hundreds, nay, thouſands, may do ſo to- 


gether : Coavinced, that if one, or more, may in bap- 


tiſm ſurrender his ſeed to the Lord, a whole nation may 


ih | ſurrender their poſterity to him; — therefore, they did 


— — _ — . — a ” — 
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fo in their public covenants. —Alway ſuppoſing ſuch 


vows, good in their matter, plain in their form, ſeaſon- 


able in their juncture, and taken in truth, judgment, and 
righteouſnefs, our anceſtors were convinced, the three 
firſt precepts of the moral law approved thereof. The 
firſt requires us to avouch the Lord to be our God; 
why may not a number do this together? The ſecond 
enjolas our receiving, obſerving, and keeping pure and 
entire, the ordinances of God's worſhip ;—why may we 
not-vow to be faithful to this truſt, and to cleave to the 
Lord? Eſpecially, when the third requires us to ſwear 
by his name, and vow tothe mighty Gad of Jacob. 

Our anceſtors knew, that the /ea/ons of public cove- 
Banting, ſpecified in ſcripture, were after ſignal deliver- 


ances; amidlt threatoings of fore trials and heavy judge 


ments; or, When earnettly endeavouring to withſtaud, 
or reform. from ſignal corruptions. They thought, the 
occalions whereon they practiſed it, tallied therewith, 
W hen the Popiſh powers abroad were forming their 
league to extirpute the Proteflant cauſe, and its adhe- 
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rents; was it unſeaſonable for king James, and his 


council, prompted by the church, to ſet on foot the na- 
tional covenant, or for the church to require the ſub- 
ſcription thereof? When king Charles, archbiſhopLaud, 
and their creatures, combined to bury the pure worſhip 
of God, the Preſbyterian form of church-government, 
and the civil liberties of the nation; was it unſeaſonable 
for the table of the nobles to ſet on foot the renovation 
of the national covenant z and ſtir up their brethcen, to 
{wear to maintain theſe va uable points? 

With refpect to the matter of their covenents, our 
fathers were ready to defy their adverſaries, to ſhow them 
any thing renounced, that was not prohibited by the di- 


vine law; or any thing eſpouſed, that was not therein 


required. Ia 1580, and 1581, Popery in general, and 


in many particular heads, was abjured ; and the Prote- 
ſtant religion, in doQrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and go- 


vernment, then profeſſed, was fworn to. In 1590, an 
engagement to defend the king's perſon and authority, 


was ſubjoined. la 1596, they confeſſed their various 


ſins, and engaged to walk more circumſpectly for the 
future. In 1638, the maintainance of the true Prote- 
ſtant religion, and of king Charles, then a Prelatic per- 
ſecutor, his civil authority; an oppoſition to Laud's ca- 
nons and liturgy; and a forbearance of ſome novations, 
already introduced, till tried and allowed in a free pe- 
neral aſſembly : together with the leading of holy and 
exemplary lives; and the aſſiſtance and defence of one 
another, in fulfilling theſe vows, —were ſworn to, and 
engaged. Epiſcopal goverument, the five articles of 
Perth, and the civil places aud power of kirkmen, (whoſe 
lawfulueſs was left undetermiued in the covenant 1638, 
in order that Epiſcopals, as well as others, might take 
it), being condemned by the aſſembly that year, the 
covenant was afterward ſubſcribed, as importiog a re- 
nounciation of theſe novations. | 
In the ſolemn league, moſt of the Scots, and multi- 
tudes in England and Ireland, ſwore, in their places and 


callings, to endeavour the preſervation of religion in 


Scotland, and the Reformation of it in England and 
Ireland, accordiog io the word of God, aud the example 
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of the beſt reformed churches ; and fo promote au uni- 
formity of religion in all the three kingdoms, that they 
and their children might live together in faith and love, 
ane the Lord delight to dwell among them. 

They engaged, in their refpective (lations, to endea- 
vour the aboliſhing of Popery, Prelacy, ſuperſtition, he- 
reſy, ſchiſm, profaneneſs, or whatever elſe is contrary 
to ſound doctride, and the*power of godlineſs. They 


ſwore to promote the peace of the nation; to ſupport 


the authority of the kiag, and the privileges of the par- 
liament; and to promote union among themſelves in 
proſecuting theſe laudable ends. — In 1648, the Scots, 
purged of many rotten-heartcd profeſſors, by the Engliſh 
defeat of duke Hamilton's engagement, undertaken in 
favour of king Charles I. made an extenſive acknow- 
ledgment of their breaches of the folema league: Error, 
hereſy, ſchiſm, Independency, Anabaptiſm, Antiaomi- 


_ aniſm, Familiſm, Libertiniſm, Scepticiſm, and Eraſtia- 


niſm, then rampant in Britain, were abjured ; the main- 
tenance of king Charles, {till a (tri&t Epiſcopalian, his 
authority, and of the liberties of both church aud ſlate, 
was engaged to. What thing un/aw/ul is here eſpouled ? 


What thing /awful is here renounced? What is here 


ſworn to, that is not implied ia the ordination- vows of 
every miniſter'of the eſtabliſhed church? What, that 
is not implied in every candid adherence to the Welt- 
minſter Confeſſion of Faith? What, that is-not pt 
ed in every proper baptiſmal engagement! ? 

Whatever rigour they uſed, in impoſing theſe cove- 
nints; whatever allowance they gave any to {wear them, 


who did not underſtand them, or who did not appear 


inclined. to perform his vows, muſt never be juſtified. 
It is certain they were leſs culpable on theſe heads than 
many fuppoſe. Notwithſtanding of the compulſory 
laws, I ſcarce find an inſtance of any forced to take the 
covenants, except by Montroſe and Monro, who were 
military men, and' both of them at laſt noted enemies 
to the genuine covenanters. It is certain, multitudes | 
took thele covenants with chearfulneſs, knowledge, aud 
candour; and that ſurpriſing evideace of ſobriety, and 
ſerious godligeſs, appeared among hem; prayerleſs and 
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Rife and Progreſs of the Scceſſin. 9 
profane perſons, or families, were held as a deteſtable 
puiſance. Their very armies reſembled a congregation 
of ſaints. Moultitudes ſuffered to the death, for adher- 
iog to theſe vows, and died rejoicing in God their Sa- 
viour. Whom God thus hononred, let not us dare to 


calumniate as foois, and laviſh of their lives. 


The ratification of theſe covenants by the ſtate, on 
ſome of the covenanting ogcaſions, no doubt inferred a 
civil ſecurity of the religion therein eſpouſed, even as 


the ratification of the Confeſſion of Faith, and other ſub- 


ordinate ſtandards, inferred a civil fecurity to the Pro- 
teſtant religion therein exhibited. But as the latter makes 
not the Proteſtant religion a mere fate religion: neither 
did the former render the covenants merely Hale cover 
nants, In the national, the covenaaters expreſly declares 
that therein they join themſelves to the true Proteſtant 
church, as /ively member s of the ſame in Chriſi their head: 
Times without number, they repreſent their engagements 
as covenants WITH GoD, which neceſſarily infers their 
reckoning them religious, not fate covenants, which can” 
not be made with God, without ſuppoſing a renovation 
of the Jewiſh: Theocracy, ia which God ſuſtained the 
character of principal Magiſtrate. Io 1596, and 1638. 


the molt noted occaſions of covenanting, they were not | || 


ſo much as influenced by the ſmalleſt injuoRion from 
the ſtate. In 1643, and 1648, the other two moſt re- 
markable ſeaſons thereof, the eccleſiaſtical authority had 
the lead, aud the civil did little elſe than add its ſancti- 


on to what appoiatments the church had made. And 


in every period, miniſters, not ſtateſmen, were the or- 
dinary adminillrators of theſe oaths. 


ln this covenanting work, they never intended a mere 
acknowledgment of the cbligation of the divine law, with 


reſpect to the duties contained in their covenant: but a i 


more /tri&? binding of themſelves to theſe neceſſary duties, 
by a new and ſuperadiled obligation. An obligation not 
increaſing the original obligatioa of the divine law to 


theſe duties, but one entirely diſtinct from, and ſuper- 


added thereto. Ia this view, have all nations of mankind 
in all ages, made uſe of ſecondary obligationsof promiſ- 
es, bonds, vows, promiſſary oaths, as means of more 
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deeply impreſſing the original mandates of the law of na- 
ture or revelation, by the conſtitution of a new, and ſo- 
lemn, and diſtinct obligation, which cannot be violated, . 
without ſuperadding the new and diſtinct crimes of fi- 
delity, treachery, and perjury, to that of rebellion a- 
gainſt, and diſobedience to, the original requirement of 
the moral law. The obligation of the divine law to per- 
form the duties contained in the covenants was the ſame 
thouſands of years ere they were thought of, and would 
have been the ſame, ſuppoſe they had never been thought 
of, and is entirely divine. The law of God warrants the 
conſtitution of the obligation of lawful covenants to du- 
ty; and when it is coaſttivted, requires the fulfilment 
thereof; and enforces the ſame with a divine ſancti- 
no of raward3, in caſe of felfilment, aud of puniiament, 
in cafe of brach. But this obligation, and which alone 
is the obligation of the covenant, hath no exiſtence before 
the firſt covenantiag act, and is coaltituted by it, The 
divine objigation of the moral law extends equ2!)y to 
a mca. The obligatioa of covenants being conſtituted 
by a hu nau at, in obedience to the law of God, ex- 
tends only co ſuch as either immediately or mediately 
eugage in thoſe covenants *®, ang relates only to this 
imperfect ſtate, 

That the obligation of the national covenant and fo 
lea league is perpetual, binding the whole nation, in 

"yy and ſucceeding ages, is evident. 7 

The things covenanted are duties required in the 

| 60 of God; and ſo it cannot but be for the honour of 
God, and the good of the nation, and every perſon 
therein, they be perpetoally obſerved. ' | 

2. Theſe covenants were public deeds of our fathers, 
who had power to dedicate us to the Lord, in that man- 
ver, as well as in baptiſm. And from God's antient 


grant of the nation to his Son, Pal. ii, 8. Iſa. xlii. 4, ©c 


they had ſtrong encouragement to do ſo. The cove 

nanting work in Scotland was ſo often repeated, and 
|, on ſome occaſions, particularly in 1638, ſo univerſal, that 
i is ſcarce probable there is a Scotch family on the 


See the Synods Catechiſm on the third eammand. 
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Scotch covenants, Walker's ſermon, both lately publiſne d. 
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continent, Which is not deſcended from ſome covenan- 
ter To | 


3. Theſe covenants were public deeds of the repre- 


ſentatives of both church and ſtate, acquieſced in by 
the ſubjects, and fo as binding, as the covenant of Ifra. 
el with the Gibeonites, which was only ſworn by the 
princes of the congregation, Judg. ix. and yet conti- 


nued binding on the whole nation four hundred years 
afterward, 1 Sam, xxi. 

4. Theſe covenants were public deeds of the body 
of the adult members in both church and ſtate, and of- 
ten repeated and ratified by the ſupreme authority of 
both, and ſo binding upon the whole church and nati- 


on, and their poſterity after them, Deut. v. 2, 3. and 


xxix. 1,—15.* Even the public curſe imprecated by 
the Jews met at the paſſover, Mat. xxvii. 25, bath af- 
feed their whole nation and their poſterity. Without 
ſuppoſing that public covenants of parents, and of re- 
preſentatives of church or itate, or of the greater. part 


of a ſociety, were binding on their deſcendants, the bo- 
dy reprelented, the whole ſociety, and ſuch as accede 


thereto, there could be no dependance on public cove- 
nants and trevties in, or between ſocieties. Whenever 
the immediate covenanters, or often a few of them, died, 
or loſt their power, the obligation of the treaties would 
be voided, and fo all things kept in coafuſion. 

T welve years of reformation were ſcarce elapſed, when 
all the above advances therein began to be plucked up 


+ See Rapin, vol, 2. fol. 203. Hume's hiſt, on ann. 1638. p. m 
257. Neal's hiſt. Puritans, vol. 2. p. m. 259, 262, 261. Dickſon, 
Henderſon, and Cant's anſwers to, and replies of, doctors of Aber- 
deen, p. 4, 40, 44. 77, 97. Spang's Hiftoria motuum, p. 60. Brown's 
apologetlcal relation, p. 48. Hind let looſe, p. 77, 514, — 520. Li- 
vingſton's life, p. 22. Biſhop Guthrie's memoirs, p. 35. Stevenſon's 
hiſt. vol. 2. p. 291, — 697, 311, 445. Williſon's Teſtimony. p. 7. 
Wilſon's Defence, p. 240,243. Crookſhank's hiſt. vol. 1. p. 33. 


For proof of the perpetual obligation of theſe boyenants, ſee 


Timorcus Covenanter”s plea, Croft's Faſtening of Peter's fetters, 
Hind let looſe, p. 514, — 520. Brown's apologetical relation, p. 3:7, 
—414—See alſo Brown's letter on the perpetual obligation of the 
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By this both church and ſtate were thrown into fear- 


promoted his reſtoration: Deſtruction and ruin were 


declared unlawful, and not binding on the ſwearers; 


bis crown. By oaths, declarations, or teſts, the ſub- 
tortured, baniſhed, or murdered, under, and without 
a few others, too cowardly, deſerted their judicatures 


ſinful reſtriftions, as, that they ſhould not meddie 
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by the roots. To ſupport king Charles II. againſt Crom- 
well, but contrary to ſolemn engagements, wicked ma- 
lignants were received into places of power and truſt. 


ful diforders. Thoſe of the general aſſembly, who coun- 
tenanced this promiſcuovs admiſſion, were called Reſo- 
lutioners ; thele who warmly oppoſed, it, were deſign- 
ed the Proteſters. The nation was overſpread, and torn 
aſunder, by the warmeſt animoſity, and the mutual cen- 
ſures, betwixt them. Cromwell having ronted their | 
king, and forced him to flee the country, reſtricted both 
parties. = | 5 
When Charles II. was reſtored to his kingdom, anno 
1660, he, and hoſt of bis ſubjects, profadely trampled 
on their ſolemn vows. Zealouſly, and at no ſmall ex- 
pence, had the covenanters ſupported his intereſt, and 


their only reward. Their covenanted reformation, from 
1637, to 1650, was declared null and void ; and mnch 
of it, rebellous and treaſonable. Their covenants were 


many of the ſubjects were obliged ſolemoly to renounce 
them, as ſuch; by order of authority, they were pu- 
blicly burnt; and it was declared treaſonable, to give 
or take them. Epiſcopacy was reſtored and advanced. 
The king was declared ſupreme head of the church ia 
all cauſes, to whom the ordering of her whole external 
government did ſolely belong, as an inherent right of 


jects were required to joſtify theſe odious crimes. 
Such as faithfully oppoled, were fined, impriſoned, 


colour of law. At the very beginning, about two 
thirds of the miniſtry complied with the court. Not 


and flocks : many accepted of an indulgence to preach, 
flowing from Charles's ſupremacy, and hampered with 


with the ſovereign's ſpiritual headſhip ; ſnould not | 
marry, or admit to the ſeals of the covenant, any who 
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reſided in the congregations of curates, un'eſs atteſt- 
ed by them; ſhould either attend the Prelatic courts, 


or confine themſelves to their own pariſh, Sc. They 


afterward thanked the duke of York for his. toleration, 
clarly founded on his claim to abſolute power, and cal- 
culated to introduce the whole deluſion, idolatry, and 
tyranny of Antichriſt, 5 | 
lo 1688, when James and his agents were juſt go- 
ing to wreathe the yoke of Popery and ſlavery about our 


necks, God ejected him from his throne, and cruſhcd - 


bis deſigns. The parliament which met thereaſter, a- 


 boliſhed Prelacy, the king's ſupremacy in eccleſiaſtic af» 


fairs, the Yule vacasce, together with the perſecuting 
acts of the preceding period, Its wicked oaths and de- 


Clarations, they diſcharged; and, in room thereof, ap- 


pointed a Gimple oath of allegiance, and a folemn de- 
claration of fidelity to our ſovereign king William. They 
revived and confirmed all former laws, in ſo far as a- 
gainſt Popery, and for the maintainence of the true re- 
tormed- Proteſtant religion, 
minſter Confeſſion of faith, and engroſſed it into their 
act. They ratified and confirmed Preſbyterian church- 
goverment and diſcipline, as agreeable to the word of 
Cod, and miſt conducive to the advancement of true piety 


and godiineſs, and the eſtabliſhing of peace and tranquil- 


lity within this realm. They revived the 114th act of 


the Parl. 1592, in ſo far as it eſtabliſhed the ſame; and 


reſcinded all acts and laws in fo far as contrary to ſaid 
Proteſtant religion, and Preſbyterian government and 
diſcipline. The government of the church they lodged 
in the hands of ſuch miniſters as had been ejected for 
oppoſing Prelacy. They aboliſhed patronage ; but lodg- 
ed the election of miniſters in the hand of heritors and 
e'Jers, with the conſent of the congregation. They 
made a variety of excellent acts againſt profaneneſs and 
blaſphemy, Queen Anne's firſt parliament further ra- 
tified the true Proteſtant religion, together with the 
worſhip, diſcipline, and goverment of this church; and 
declared the unalterable continuance thereof, an eſſenti- 
al and fundamental condition of the union, in all time 
coming. B 


They ratified the Weſt- 
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In 1690, the general aſſembly ſpent the firſt day o 
their meeting in ſolemn faſting, and lamenting over the 
ſivs of the land. The former aſſemblies concerned in 
the above-mentioned public reſolutions, were given up 
to oblivion, Whatever cenſures the Refolutioners or 
Proteſters had paſſed upon one another, were declared 
null and void. In the act for a national faſt, a multitude 
of the abominations of the perſecuting period were con- 
demned and lamented. The parliament's ſettlement of 
religion was acquieſced in, without any complaint, In 
the acts of this, and other ſubſequent aſſemblies, we 
find a variety of occaſional hints, implying an acknow- 
ledgement of the authority of the general aſſemblies from 
1638, to 1650. Till after 1710, eſpecially in acts for 
faſtiog, we find frequent hints of the binding obligati- 
on of our covenants. In the commiſſion's Sea/onable Ad- 
monition, ratified by the aſſembly 1699, and in ſome acts 
of following aſſemblies“, we have as full an aſſertion of 
Chriſt's ſole headſhip over his church; of her intrinſic 
power; and of the divine right of Preſbyterian govern- 
ment; as can be met with, in the records of this church, 
Ja 1706, the commiſſion remonſtrated againſt ſubject. 
ing the vation, in any degree, to the authority of the 
_ Engliſh biſhops, as ſpiritual lords in-the Britiſh parlia- 

ment; and againſt making the con fir mation of Prelacy 
in England, an eſſential condition of the union. In 1711, 
the commiſſion,B and in 1715, the aſſembly, warmly remon- 
ſtrated againſt the Britiſh parliament, their granting a 
toleration to all ſects, except Papiſts and blaſphemers; 
and againlt their reftoripg of patronage. 
| Kivg William and his managers were far enovgh from 
being hearty friends to a covenanted re formation, or wil- 
ling to allow of the ejection of loyal epiſcopalian clergy, 
whole lives were tolerable, . For fear of provoking him 

and his agents, to oppoſe or ſubvert the eſtabliſhment 
of Preſbyterian government and diſciplinc, the principal 
promoters of the Revolution, minced matters, as far as 


* Admon. p. 5. Af, 1705. ad 7. 16, Af. 170. act 11. 
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Heir conſciences would permit. Hence, a number of 
well-diſpoſed perſons the revolution church, thought 
the proceduie of both parliament and aſſembly defective. 
Conſidering the horrid wickedneſs of the perſecuting pe- 


riod, they were diſpleaſed the threefold repreſentation _ 


of grievances, eſpecially that by Mr Shields and his bre- 
thren, preſented to the aſſembly 1690, was refuſed 10 
be read or con ſidered; that the wicked oaths, acts, in- 
dulgencies, and perſecution, and other evils of that pe- 
riod, were not more fully and plainly condemned, and 
the teſtimonies of the martyrs againſt them, clearly ap- 
proven. Conſidering the indignity done to the work of 
reformation, between 1638 and 1650, they were perſuad - 
ed it ought not io have been ſo much overlooked, or left 
vader auy fur, but folemnly and plainly approven. Con- 
ſidering what daring indignity had of. late been done 
thereto, they thought the ſole headſhip of Chriſt over 
his church, together with her intrinſic power, and the 
divine right of Preſbytery, ſhould have been more early, 
and {till more ſolemaly aſſerted, in acts made for that 
very purpoſe. They were grieved, that our covenants 
were not more ſolemaly and particularly approven, and 
their obligation upon poſterity more folly aſſerted and 
eviaced ; and that no ſteps were taken towards the re 
novation thereof, They were offended, that noted per- 
ſecutors poſſeſſed civil places of power and truſt, and 


were ſo eaſily admitted to ſealing ordinances, and even 


biſhops early flight 10 Eogland, and the favour of ſome 
great men, ſcreened them from church cenſure; and that 
many curates were admitted by the church into mini- 
ſterial fellow ſhip, withovt any expreſs renuociation- of 
abjured Prelucy, or profeſſion of forrow for the compli- 
ance with it, They were offended, that the meetings 
of the general aſſembly were fo tamely diſſolved, or pro- 
pagated, at the will of king William or queen Anne, 

It is eaſy to ſee, that ſuch perſons would heartily de- 


tothe l of elders in the church: —offeaded, that the 


teſt the parliameat's conſenting to the confirmation of 
Prelacy in England, as an eſſential condition of the uni- 
en; aud rekon it contrary to ſcriptute, and à plain bu- 
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rial of the folemn league, wherein we are engaged to 
endeavour the reformation of England from Prelacy : 
— would be prieved with the inirodudtion from Eng- 
land, of the abjuration-oath, as a qualification for civil 
offices; of cuſtom-houſe oaths; of unneceſſary repeti- 
on of oaths ; of ſuperſtitious ſwearing by touching and 
kiſſing the goſpels; and of Scotchmens receiving the 


Lord's ſupper in the Engliſh manner, as a qualificati- 


on for civil offices, while ſerving the ſovereign in Eug- 

land; and with the parliament's reſtoration of patro- 
nage, and the ſuperſtitious Yule vacance of our civil 

courts; and with their granting an almoſt uolimited to 
leration. But it was the impoſition of the abjuration- 

oath, eſpecially upon the miniſtry, which then occaſioned 

the moſt mournful offence and diviſion in the church. 

Every true Preſbyterian heartily abhorred Popery, and 
deteſted the Pretender for its ſake : but knowing that 
God had expreſsly prohibited the taking of his name 1N 
VAIN, and that he will not hold him guiltleſs that tak- 
eth his name IN vain, Exod. xx. 7.; — that forward- 
neſs in ſwearing oaths is marked as part of a wicked 
man's character, Eccl. ix. 2. and great caution therein 
as part of the character of a ſaint, Gen. xxiv. 2, — 9. 
Kuowiog that every oath ought to be for confirmation, 
to make an end of ſtrife, Heb. vi. 16. and ſo ought, as 
far as the terms can admit, to be taken in the ſenſe of 
the impoſer ;—that it ought to be {worn in truth, and 
io juſgment, and in righteouſneſs, Jer. iv. 2. and with 
a ſingle eye to the glory of God, 1 Cor, x. 31. Know 
ing that we in this land can take no oath contrary to our 
public covenants, the national and ſolema league, wheres, 
tn we abjure Popery, Prelacy, ſuperſtitious ceremonies, 
Era ſlianiſm, ſchiſm, &c. without involving ourſelves in 
the moſt fearful perjury ; —many truly loyal, judicious, 
and godly miniſters and Chriſtians ſcrupled at taking it, 
or even at joining in church-fellowſhip with theſe mi- 
niſters who took it. Beſidęs other objeCtions, 

1. They. thought that oath UNNECESSARY, and fo 
a taking of the name of the Lord their God IN vaing 
as every thing lawſul therein contained, is juſt the 
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moment before ſworn in the ALLEGIANCE, and ſolema- 
ly engaged to in the A$8URANCE. It moreover ap- 
peared to them, that this oath was of no uſe to exclude 
treacherous Jacobites, from places of power or truſt, or 
to ſecure the Proteſtant ſucceſſion in the family of Ha- 
nover.— The impoſition of it both in 1702 and 1711 
being chiefly owing to Jacobitical influence; and none 
make leſs ſcruple to take it, than moſt of the Jacobites. 

2, Notwithſtanding the Jurants being obliged, to pro- 
ſeſs, upon oath, that every word in it has a plain and 
common ſenſe, in which they ſwear they take it, withou? 
any ſecret reſervation whatſoever, they found in it ſeve- 


ral expreſſions, which they deemed unſafe as to ſwear 


the ſovereign to be La» PUL and RIGHTFUL king of 
ALL the dominions aud countries belonging to great 
Britain; as they hardly knew what countries Britain 
claimed; or the lawfulneſs of her claim to ſume of them; 
| nay, ſuſpected her claim to ſome of them to be merely 
founded on treachery and violence: — to ſwear they 
would to the otmoſt of their power, defend the ſovereign 
agatalt all attempts which ſhould be made againſt his 
DIGNITY, which they were certain in, the original form 
of the oath, included his ſpiritual headſhip over the 
church, as well as his civil ſupremacy ; and in molt part 
of his dominions certainly retains the ſame ſiguification; 
nor hath it ever been declared, that it hath not that ſig- 
Dification ; when the oath is ſworn in Scotland :—and 
to ſwear they will do their beſt endeavours to d:\{cloie 
ALL TREASON, i. e. Whatever was declared rreaton by 
the Scotch. Engliſh, and Britiſh laws; when they had 
ſcarce accefs to examine all theſe lis, and were ſcarce 
ſatisfied that every thing they deciared #reaſonable was 
really ſo Rh 4 

3. As the parliament of England, in their original 
tmpolition of this oatk, had expreſsiy declared, he 
end thereof was the perpetual maintuinance of the cow 
of England, as by law eſtabliſbed, i. e as corrupted with 


Popiſh Prelacy and ceremonies. — 40d in this oath, the 


juraat ſwears, that he will to the uttermolt of his po- 
er, maintain the limitation and ſucceſſiou of the Briuh 
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crown AS it is, or WHICH ſtands limited by an Engliſh 
act, which expreſsly require the ſovereign to be of the 
church of England, and to fwear to maintain her as by law 
eftabliſbed ;—they thought the oath engaged them indi- 
realy to ſupport Prelacy and theceremonies in England, 
and to endeavour to ſhut up the king to ſwear a ſinful 
oath, and practiſe volawful church-fellowſhip as a con- 
dition of enjoying his royal powers and privileges. — This 
they looked upon as contrary to ſcripture, 1'Theſl. v. 22, 
Eph. v. 11. Col. ii. 20, 21. Luke xxil. 24,— 27. ; and 
ex preſsly contrary to our covenants, whereby Prelacy 
and ceremonies, whether in Scotland or England, are 
abjured as finful, and to be extirpated. Many even 
thought, that a ſwearing to maintain the ſucceſſion of 
the crown againſt all others, to he:rs of the body of Scphia 
upon the ſimple condition of their being Protęſtants, was 
valawful, as being contrary to ſome tundamental laws 
of the kingdom; and as it might, in a variety of ſup- 
poſab'e caſes, involve the adherent to this oath, in un- 
teaſonable conduct. 

4. Whea they judged the ſwearing of this oath an 
unneceſſary taking of God's name in vain; when they 
looked on the above and other expreſſions of it as ob- 
cue or unſafe ; when they looked on it, as including 
an engagement to the indirect and mediate maintainance 
of Prelacy, and the ceremonies in Eugland; and when 
they moreover knew, that contrary to manifold laws of 
God, Lev. xix. 14. Deut. xxvii. 18. Rom. xiv. 13,— 
22. and xv. 1,3, 1 Cor. x. 23. 31,—33. and viii. 9, 


213. Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Mat. xvii. O, 7. they would, 


ig taking it, lay ſtumbling-blocks in the way of others; 
encourage or harden ſome in taking it raſhly and igno- 
rantly ia the too common manner; or, in taking fre- 
quently, perhaps ſeveral times in one day or week, to 
quality them for different offices in the itate; or pive 
occaſion to contention, ſchiſm, evil-ſpeaking, and mu- 
tual reviiing inthe ſocieties wherewith they are connect- 
ed, —tney could not. allow themſelves, for fear of any 
human peaalty,to take it HEARTILYand WILLINGLYy 
as every jurant has to {wear he Coih,—To thelſereaſons, 
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a variety of anſwers were publiſhed ; but deſtitute 0 
that candour or clearneſs. neceſſary to ſatisfy a duly ten- 
der and well-informed conſcience, in the awful and ſo- 
lemu point of an oath. 

While the affair of the abjuration-oath coatineed ren · 
ding the church, Mr John Sim ſon, proteſſor of divini- 
ty at Glaſgow, in his defences to the aſſembly, againſt 
Mr James Webſter, maintained, —That Heathens have 
an implicit diicovery of redemption through Chriſt: 
that if they, or others, with ſuch moral ſeriouſneſis, as 
they are by nature capable of, uſet he means of happineſs 
they have, they (ball certainly obtain ſaving grace, a 
end els felicity : that all intants have their ſouls formed 
as pure and holy as Adam's was, and dying in nonage, 
ſhall probabiy be ſaved: that no proper covenant of | 
works was made with Adam, as the repreſentative of 
his poſterity : that our own happineſs ought to be our || 

chief end in the ſervice of God: that there is no im- 
mediate precourſe of God attending, and influencing 
the acts of his reaſonable creatures: and that there will 

be no ſinging io hell after the laſt judgment. — After 
tedious altercations, at various meetings, the aſſembly | 
1717 found theſe poſitions no more, but opinions not. || 
neceſſary to be taught in divinity z opinicns not evident= | 
ly founded in ſcripture, and ſomæ of them tending to attri 
| bute too much ts the power of corrupt nature: aud they |! 
diſcharged him, or any other under their inſpection, io 
propogate them. 
That very day, however, they cor. Jemned, as moſt bi 
unſound and deteſtable, this propoſition, That it is un- 
ſound to teach, We muſt forſake cur fin in order to come ||| 
1% Chriſt, and to enſtating us in covenant with God, This 
was thought, a plain affirming, That we ought to for- 
ſake our ſin, ſaving ourſelves brom the love, power, and 

practice thereof, before we come to Chriſt, as the only j! 

Saviour; or have any, intereſt in his new-covenaat bleſ= |: 

ſing. To give a check to this, and other legal errors, 

theo, too rampant, a noted Engliſh treatiſe, eatiiled, 

The Marrow of modern divinity, was republiſhed, with 

a recommendatory preface by Mr. James Hog, one af 
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the holicſt miniſters in the kingdom. For about eighty 
years, this treatiſe had maintained a contiderabie cha- 
racter with the ſerious : Now, the affembiy 1720, ma- 
ny of whoſe members, it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected had 
never much, if at all, peruſed it, condemned a great num. 
ber of paſſiges therein, and charged miniſters to warn 
their people againſt reading it. la this haſty attack, they 
too plainly condemned the offering of Chriſt as a Savi- 
our to all men, or to men as finners; and the maintain- 
ing, That believers are fully delivered from the com- 
maading aud condemning power of the law as a cove- 
nant of works. They too plalaly aſſerted our holiceſs 
to be a federal, or conditional means of our obtaining 
ever /aſting happineſs; and that ſlaviſh fear of endleſs 
miſery, and legal hope of future bleſſedneſs, ought to 
influence the ſaints in their ſtudy of goſpel holineſs. — 
Theſe almoſt entirely fcriptural expreſſions, that believ- 


ers are not under the law, and do not commit fin; that 


the Lord ſees no fin in them, and cannot be angry with 
them; they declared Antinomian paradoyes, The diſ- 
tinQion of the moral law into the forms of a covenant, 
and of a rule of duty in the hand of Chrift, uſed in or- 
der to explain theſe ex preſſione, they utterly condemned, 

Meſſ. Thomas Boſton, Ebevezer and Ralph Erfkines, 
with nine others, remonſtrated againſt this deciſton ; 
and in their anſwers to the commiſſion's twelve queries, 

with no ſmall evidence elucidated the truth. The af- 
ſembly 1722, reſumed the affair, rebuked the twelve 
Repreſenters, for ſome ex preſſious in their repreſentati- 
on, and made an act ex plainiog and confirming the acts 
of 17 20, relative thereto. This, though not ſo groſs as 
the former, the repreſenting brethren protelted againſt, 
as injurious to truth; but the aſſembly refuſed to mark 
their proteſt. Not a few miniſters, in order to avoid 
the moſt diſtant appearance of favouring the MAR Row, 


'- ſeeming to become more legal in their doctrine than for- 


.merly, great numbers of ſerious Chrilltians, crowded af. 

ter the Repreſenters, and their friends. Theſe notwith- 
iog of their diſtinguiſhed holineſs of practice, and zea- 
lous recommendiog of it to their hearers, were exceed- 
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ingly traduced, as new ſchemers, and Antinomian en- 


couragers of a licentious life. 

Probably, their reproach and rovhle had been more 
extenſive, had not a flagrant report ſpread abroad, that 
Mr Johu Simſoa not only contemned the aſſembly's pro- 
hibition, and taught his forementioned errors; but had 
taughe,—That Jeſus Chriſt is not neceſſarily exiſtent « : 
that the perſons in the Godhead are not the very ſame 
in ſubſtance: that neceſſary exiflence, ſupreme Deity, and 
being the only true God, may be taken in a ſenſe im- 
porting the perſona! property of the Father, and ſo not 
belonging to the Son and Holy Gholt.—The teaching 
of theſe Arian tenets was ſufficiently proven againſt him, 
But to the aſſembly he preſented declarations in ortho- 
dox language; and, after much quibdbling, profeſſed his 
ſorrow, for ſome of the offenſive expreflions that were 
proven againſt him, When the proceſs had continued 
more than two years, the aſſembly 17 28 ſuſpended him 
from the exerciſe of all eccleſiaſtic function, till another 
aſſembly ſhould think fit to take off the ſentence. The 
aſſembly 17 29 further declared, that it was not proper 
to intruſt him any more with the training up of young 
men for the holy miniſtry. The libel relative to his con- 
tiauiag to teach his former errors, was fully proven; but 
left undiſcuſſed. Many were offended, that his blaſphe- 
my and error were ſo ſlightly cenſured. 

Not long after, Mr Campbell, profeſſor of church · 
hiſtory i ia the univetſity of St. Andrews, in his print-. 


ed tracts, ridiculed cloſe walking with God, and con- 
ſulting him in all our ways, as enthuſiaſm. He averred. 


that, in the interval between Chriſt's death and reſur- 
rection, his diſciples looked upon him as a dowaright 
impoſtor. He maintained, that ſelf-love is the chief 
motive, and ſtandard of all actions, religious or virtuous. 
He aſſerted, that the exiſtence of God, and the immor- 
tality of the ſoul, cannot be known by the light of na- 
ture: and that the laws of nature are a certain and ſuf - 


ficieat role to direct rational minds to happineſs; and 
dar obſervation thereof, the great means of our real and 


laſting felicity.— Theſe he ſo varniſhed over, in his de: 


22 An Hiſtorical Account of tbe 
fences, that he never was cenſured on account of them. 
This added to the former offence. 
The male-adminiſtration of church- government was 
no become notorious aad glaring. For about thirteen 
years after queen Anne had reſtored patronage, none 
accepted the preſentation, unleſs he had the call or coa- 
ſeat of the Chriſtian people. The Biiriſh parliament, 
in 1719, exprelly declared, that unleſs the candidate 
accepted, the preſentation was null. How eaſily then 
might the church have reſtrained her candidates from 
_ arcepting | But it was, and is more ãhd more otherwiſe, 
Pouring Mr. Simſon's laſt proceſs, the violent intru ſion 
of preſentees upon reclaiming congragations began. To 
cut off !tanding teſtimonies againſt their own ſinful con- 
duct, the aſſembly 1730, by an exprels act diſcharged 
marking the reaſons of any proteſt or diſſent, io their 
minutes. Nay, in this and ſome ſubſequeat aſſemblies, 
it became faſhionable, to refuſe to record the diſſents or 
proteſts themſe ves. Againſt this, and other growing 
detections, about forty miniſters, and ſixteen hundred 
people, preſeated a warm remonſtrance to the aſſembly 
1732, and begged a judicial aſſertion of truth, in op- 
283 to Mr Simſon's errors. Theſe repreſeatations, 
the aſſembly refuſed to hear: and, contrary to inſtruc- 
tion from the far greater part of preſbuteries, which ſent 
any, they enacted, That Proteſtant heritors, whether 
Prelatic Jacobites or not, and elders, ſhould be ſole e- 
lectors of goſpel miniſters. This act was reckoned an 
overturning of Chrilt's ſpiritual kingdom, in his own 
name; and a robbing his people of their ſpiritual privi- 
lege, vnder pretence of his authority. Next aſſembly, 
uader pain of the higheſt cenſure, prohibited the preſ - 
by tery of Dontermline, and by conſequence every other, 
to allow ſealing ordinances to ſuch, whoſe conſcience 
could not ſubmit to the miniſtry of a preſentee, violent- 
ly obtruded on them. According to this, many behov- 
ed either to trample on their conſcience, and the Chriſ- 


tian law, or to be held as Heathen mea and publicans. 


Mean while, Mr. Ebenezer Erſkine, in a ſermoa be- 


fore the {yuod at Perth, October 1732, decricd patro» | 


hy 


uſe and PM 1d 


nage, and the aſembly' s above-mentioned act, relative 

to the election of miniſters, and ſome other prevalent 

courſes of defection. After three days of warm diſputa- 

tion, the ſynod ordered him to be rebuked at their bar, 

for the matter and manner of his ſermon, Twelve mi- 
niſters and two elders diſſented. Himſelf appealed to 
the enſuing general aſſembly. But io ſtead of redreſs, that 
ſupreme judicature appointed him to receive a rebuke at 
their bar. Conceiving, the truths of God affirmed in his 
ſermon, were hereby injured, be proteſted, Phat without 
violating his conſcience, he could not ſubmit ; aud that 
he ſhould be at liberty to give a like teſtimony on every 
proper occaſion. For their own exoneration, Meſſ. Wil- 
liam Wilſoo, Alexander Moncrief, add James Fiſher, 
adhered to his proteſt, Without allowing theſe four 
brethren to attempt a deſence of their conduct, the al- 
ſembly appointed their commiſſion to proceed apairſt 
them, in Auguſt next, by ſuſpenſion, or higher conſure, 
if they did not retract their proteſt, and profeſs their 
ſorrow for taking it, In Avguſt, being hardly permit» 
ted to declarc their mind, and till adhering io their 
proteſt, they were ſuſpended from the exerciſe of their 
office. In November, the commiſſion, ſtill fiuding them 
impenitent, did, by their moderator's caſting vote, looſe 
their miniſterial relation to their reſpective congregati- 
ons. Theſe four bretheen proteſted, that their ofh.e, 

and their relation to their congregations, ſhould be held 
as valid, as if no ſuch ſentence had been paſſed; and 
they declared a SECESSION, not from the conſtitution 
of the church of Scotland, but from the prevailing Far- 
ty in her judicatures. 

That they might regularly adhere to their peinciple*, 
and afford relief to ſuch as were oppreſſed with introfi. 
ons, they quickly after, with prayer and faſtings, con- 
ſtitoted themſelves into an eccleſiaſlie court, which they 
termed, The Affctate Preſbytery. Their minutes bear, 
That Meſſ. Wilſon and Moncrieff, {ovn atier, framed 
their firſt teſtimony to the doctrine, worſhip, dicipline, 
and government of the church of Scotland; and that 


this was jodicially approves 17 34, in their meetings at 


* 


e 
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Colfargy and Dunfermline. Herein they exhibit thei 
reaſons of ſeceflion, and which readers ought careful 
to obſerve, viz. 

1. That the prevailing party, in the eſlabKſhed judi 
catures, were breaking down the Preſbyterian con/litutic 
of church government, by their trampling upon, and mak 
ing deciſions in an order quite contrary to that preſcrib. 
ed in the barrier acts of this church, in her pureſt times 
enacted to ſecure due deliberation, in the appointmenl 
of ſtanding laws, and general rules, by their exerciſing 
a lordly power over the conſciences of Chriſtians, em- 
powering heritors and elders to impoſe on them their 
ſpiritual guides; by their promoting the violent intru-{ 
ſions of preſentees upon reclaiming congregations ; by 
their cenſuring and ejecting miniſters, merely for pro- 
teſting againſt a ſinful act of the general-aſlembly ; by 
their allowing the commiſſion to take into their own band 
the preſbytery's power in ſettling a paſtor, if the exped- 
ing a violent intruſion was by the preſbytery refuſed ; 
and by their threatening the higheſt cenſure to theſe 
who adminiſtred ſealing ordinances to ſuch as could not, 
io conſcience, ſubmit to the miuiſtry of intruders. 

2. That ſaid prevailing party were purſuing ſuch me- 
thode, as had an evident tendency to corrupt the doftrines 
of truth, contained in their own Confeſſian of Faith; in 
their ſo eaſily diſmiſſing the proceſs relative to profeſſot 
Simfon, and refuſing judicially to aſſert the truth in op 
poſition to his errors; in their carefſing profeſſor Camp-i 
bell, while he ſpread his erroneous tenets; and finally, 
in their permitting or encouraging preachers, to enter- 
tain their hearers with dry harangues, of almoſt mew: 
| heathen morality, inſtead of the goſpel of Chriſt. | 
3. That they were impoſing upon miniſters ſinful terms ſe 
of communion, even the breach of their ordinatiot -V, 
in forbearing a p: oper oppoſition to the prevalent courſe; 
of apoſtacy from the doëttine, worſhip, diſcipline, and: 
government of this church, | 

3. That they were continuing in theſe evil ways, net- 
withſianding of the uſe of srdinary means to reclaim them. 
And which LAST they took, as bringing the matter to 
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criſis, leaving no probable view of redreſs, but in 2 
yay of Separation, — In this Teſtimony, the ſeceding 
brethren, as on many other occaſions, declared their 
ealaus adherence to their ordination-vows, and to eve- 
y ſubordinate ſſandard eſpouſed in their mother church. 

hey likewiſe avowed their intention to maintain church ;- 
ellowſhip, with all theſe of her miniſters, or members, 
ho faithfully oppoſed, and groaned under the preva- 
rat courle of defection, as opportunity ſhould permit. 
In 1734, the aſſembly was very different from ſome 
df the preceding. The better part had „ weg, bellir- 
ed themſelves in the choice of the members. Sundry 
orrupt and tyrannical courſes received an obſervable 
pro. heck. The ſynod of Perth was appointed to repone ths 


; byMWcceding brethren to their reſpective charges: but as this 
and ppointment repreſented the repoſition as effected, with- 
bed · Put condemning the act of the preceding aſſembly, or the 
ſed Monduct of their commiſſion, theſe brethren aceounted 


t an act of favour, rather than of juſtice; and ſo deem- 
> the truths which ſuffered along with them, not duly 
indicated. Hence they forebore returning to the eſta. 
liſhed judicatores, upon ſach a foundation. They pu- 
d!iſhed the reaſons of their conduct, and the terms up - 
1 Which they were willing to accede to the judicatories; 


Ines 
in 


ello 


wont two years and a half, however, they kept their 
op; eetings of preſby tery, for almoſt nothing but prayer 
mp-· nd codferepce; waitiog, and wiſhing for an opportu- 


ally, 
ter- 
New 


ity of an untainted-retura, 
* obſerving the eſtabliſned e faſt relapſ. 
* into, or proceeding forward in, their ſormer deer 
ion e that profeſſor Campbell's ſentiment of 
elf. love being the great ſtandard and motive of all ati. 
dos, religious and moral, as varniſhed over by him, was 
acon{iderately approven by the z ſſembly 1736; and ob- 
crving, that the excellent acts of that aſſembly againſt 
:truſions, or for orthodox preaching, were generally dif. 
egarded ;— they began to ſupply with ſermon ſuch op- 
reſſed Chriftians as petitioned for it: aod Mr, Wilſon 
p25 appointed to educate ſtudents for the work of the 
niniſtry ig connexion with them, Mean while, Me, 
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Ralph Erſkine and Thomas Mair, miniſters, acceded to 
the Aſſociate Preſbytery, declaring, that they joined 
them, not as different from, but as a part of the church 
of Scotland, witneſſing againſt the corruption of the 
prevailing party in her eſtabliſhed judicatures; that they 
intended no withdrawment from ſuch godly brethren, in 
the miniſtry, as were groaning under, and wreſlling 


againſt the then prevailing courſe of back(liding ; and 


that they reſolved to return to the obeve-mentioned ju- 
dicatories, whenever theſe returned to their duty. — 


This form of ſeceſſion the Aſſociate Preſbytery chear- 


fully acquieſced in; and declared to be, in effect, the 
ſame with their own, _ 

About the ſame time, the Aſſociate e publiſh- 
ed a SECOND TESTIMONY ro the doftrine, worſbip, go- 
vernment, and diſcipline of the church of Scotland. It was 
pot deſigned to ſtate the grounds of ſeceſſion ;— for the 
defections of the prelatic perſecutors, and the civil go- 
vernment, from neither of which they made their ſeceſ- 
fon, were therein rehearſed and condemned ;— but was 
deſigned and calculated to repreſent the grounds of the 


Lord's controverſy with the generation; calculated to 
give a judicial approbation of former ſteps of reformati- 


on, and to condema the ſteps of apoſtacy therefrom ; i 
and to condemn the prevalent errors of the time, and 


exprelly aſſert the truth, in direct oppoſition thereto, 


In this teſtimony, they marked out and condemned 


| the leading defections of both church and ſtate, from 


1630, when the apaſtacy remarkably began, to 1736. 
They expreſly condemned the errors of profeſſors Sim- 
ſon and Campbell; and ſhewed their contrariety to the 
word of God, and the ſtandards of this church. Solemn- 
ly they aſſerted, That the Old and New Teſtaments are 
pot merely a ſufficient, and the principal, but the ONLY 
RULE to direct us, how to glorify God, and enjoy him: 
That Jeſus Chriſt is the ſupreme, the only true God; 
the ſame in ſubſtance and dignity with his eternal Fa- 
ther: That God from all eternity decreed all tlrings ac- 
cording to the counſel of his own wiil; and electee 
certain number of mankind to everlaſting life, 
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mere good pleaſure, without any regard to their future 
good works, as the condition or ground of his choice 
That God entered into a covenant of life, upon condi - 
tion of perfect obedienc, with Adam as the repreſenta- 
tive of his natural ſeed : That by Adam's breach of that 
covenant, in eating the forbidden fruit, all men are con- 
ceived and born ia fin; are by nature children of diſo- 
bedience and wrath ; "and can do nothing ſpiritually 
good : That though there be no neceſſary connexion be- 
tween the natural ſeriouſneſs of unregenerate men, and 
their obtaing ſaving grace; yet it is their duty, careful- 
ly to attend the ordinances of the golpel, as the means 
whereby God conveys his converting Spirit and influ- 
ence : That the light of nature is not ſufficient to guide 
fallen men, to any tive or laſtivg happineſs: That Chriſt 
aſſomed our nature; is very Cod, and very wan, in two 
diſtin natures, and one perſon for ever: That he, as 


Surety, undertook for all the elect, add them only, and | 
gave to the law and juſtice of God Whatever obedience 


and ſatisfatioa they could require of Us: That his ſure- 
ty-righteouſneſs, imputed to us, is the only foundation, 
of our forgiveneſs of ſin, acceptance into favour with 
God, and title to eternal life, and not aoy thing wrought 
in, or done by us: That waat of conformity to God's 

law, in heart or life, is truly and properly fin; and that 
ſioniog and ſuffering will be the miſery of the damned in 
hell through eternity: That all believers in Chriſt are 
fully delivered from the moral Jaw as a covenant of 
works, ſo as to be thereby neither juſtified nor condm- 


ed; but are for ever under us, as a bindiog rule of o- 


bedience, given by JeHovan the Creator and Redeem- 
er of man: That God needs nothing from, nor can be 


profited by any creature; and therefore rewards their 


good actions, merely of his own free- will, and gracious 
bounty : that not ſelf-intereſt, or pleaſure, but the ho- 
ly law of God, is the ſupreme and ſole ſtandard of all 
actions, religious, or moral: That not ſelf-love, but a 


view of the glorious excellencies of God, as revealed in 

Chriſt, and a kindly regard to his authority, are the 

leadiog motives of our love aud obedience to him: That 
\ C 2 
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no believer can ever totally or final'y fall away from his 
ſtate of grace; nor did Chriſt's diſciples, while he was 
in the grave, account him a downright impoſtor : That 
Jeſus Chriſt alone is the king and head of his church; 
to whom alone it belongs to give unto her, laws, ordi- 
nances, and officers; and to whom alone ker officers are 
ſubject in their ſpiritual miniſtrations: That Chriſt hath 
in his word preſcribed a particular form of government 
for his church, diſtinct from, and not ſubordinate to, 
the civil magiſtrate : That the form of government ap- 
pointed by him to continue in his New-Teſtament church 
till his ſecond coming, is the Preſbyterian, according to 
| Which there is no office above that of a Paſtor ; and 
cCongregational ſeſſions, conſiſting of a minifter or mini- 
ſters, elders and deacons, are ſubordinated to preſbyte- 
Ties, or claſſes, and theſe to ſynods ; and no other, In- 
dependant, Epiſcopalian, or Eraſtian : That Chriſt bath 
| intruſted this government, no: to all church members, 
but to office bearers, whoſe power is entirely ſuborei- 
| nated to the Jaws declared in his word: That theſe of- 
 AFficers have power and warrant from-Chriſt, to hold ge- 
8 mncral aſſemblies, and other eccleſiaſtic courts, as often 
nas is neceſſary for the good of the church: That Chriſt's 
| Kingdom, being of a ſpiritual nature, the miniſters, and 
Other officers thereof, ought to be ſet over congregati- 
ons, by the call and conſent of ſuch therein, as are ad- 
mitted to full communion, jn all her ſcaling ordinances, 
no perſon's vote being preferred upon any SECULAR ac- 
C6UNt, | | | 
Along. with this aſſertory declaration of truth, they 
condemned and declared their deteſtation of the contra- 
Ty error, —They profeſſed their hearty adherence to the 
Weltminſtex Confeffion of Faith, Larger and Shorter 
Catechiſms, Directory for worſhip, and Form of church- 
government. They declared their adherence to the Na- 
tional Covenant, as explained to abjure Prelacy, the ci- 
vil places and power of kirkmen, and the articles of 
Perth; and to the Solemn League and Covenant of the 
three kingdoms; and to eyery act of aſſembly, or o- 
ther teſtimony; in ſo far as calculated to promote or 
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maintain their fathers covenanted work of reformation. 
— And, finally, they in their judicative capacity, de- 
clared their adherence to the Repreſentations, preſented 
by them to the commiſſion of 1733. to their firlt Teſ- 
timony ; and to their Reaſons of not-acceding io the 
judicatories of the eſtabliſhed church : and ſo made thole 
papers as really parts of this teſtimony, as if they had 
been wholly ingroſſed therein.“ 

This teſtimony, as Mr Wilſon, its principal Jrawer 
and defendaat, obſerves, was never intended for a new 


| /landard, but for a public adherence to ſuch as had been 


long acknowledged by the nation. The extent of it, 
eſpecially when conſidered as comprehending the three 


| pamphlets juſt gow mentioned, made it very unfit to be 


adopted as an eccleſiaſtical ſtandard. Perfons, however, 
Who acceded to, or joined with the feceding brethren, 
commonly profeſſed their approbation thereof, / far as 
they underſtood it ; but, it muſt not be imagined, they 
were required to believe the real certainty of every nat- 
rative of fact therein contained. To have demanded a 


religious adherence to narrations of fact, depending en- 


tirely on the teſtimony of fallible hiſtorians, would have 
been Aatichriſtian tyranny. Kaowiag the hundreds 
and thouſands of miitakes, obſerved in the moſt not- 
ed hiſtories; knowing the ignorance and fallibility of 
mankin?; the ſeceding miniſters abhorred the thought 
of haviag their followers faith to ſtand in the wiſdom 
or authority of men; and not whol'y in the wiſdom, 
power, and veracity of God. Mr. Wilſon openly aver- 
red, that Mr Currie's charging this teſtimony with rwen- 
ty-four hiſtorical miſtakes, no way affected its proper 
ſubſtance; but was a mere wrangling about circum» 


ſtances; and that the plain meaning of peoples approve 


ing of it at their acceſſion, was their ſignifying heir con- 
junctian with the Afficiate Preſbytery, in the ſame con- 
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Fellion of the truths of God, held forth from his word, in 


eur received flandards. Now, it is notour, that not the 
word of God, but acts of parliament, or aſſembly, or 
like faliible vouchers, ſupport the hiſtoric narrations 
therein contained, 

Though plenty of objections were muſtered up a- 
gaioſt this teſlimony ; ſome reckouing it ſinfully defec- 
tive, and others reckoning, it as much redundant; yet 
the prevailing party of the miniſtry in the nation, pro- 
ceeding on, in their deſection, and a multitude of them 
giving new offence, by reading from their pulpit on the 
Lord's day, an act of parliament for diſcovering the 
murderers of captain Porteous, in which that civil court 
bad claimed a ſpiritual headſhip over the church, con- 
Nituring themſelves judges of miniſters qualifications to 
ſit in her courts, and threatening eccleſiaſtic cenſure, 
if their civil anthority was not obeyed; two miniſters 
and a muliitude of elders and private Chriſtians, joined 
the ſeceding brethren, The reading of Porteous' pa- 
per from the pulpit, in the time of divine ſervice, they 
reckoned a very criminal profanation of the Chriſtian 
Sabbath; and a ſubjeRion of the readers to the parlia- 
meat as their ſþirituailead, The offended people warm- 
ly petitioned the Aſſociate Pretbytery,: to afford them 
fermon, and hold faſts with them, that they might mourn 
over the apoſtacy and wicked nels of the times. Their 
requeſts were granted; but not without much delibe- 
ration. 

Theſe people were far from accounting their leaving 
of their miniſters unreaſonable or groundleſs, They 
knew, God had commanded his people to come out of 
a corrupt church, that they might cot be partakers in 
her plagues *; that he had comnianded them to with— 
draw trom brethren walking diſorderly +; that he had 
charged them to mark ſuch, as by their evil courſes caul- 
ed offences, and to avoid them ;; had charged them to 
beware of the egal leaven or doctrice of the Phariſees, 
and of the leaven of Herod f.—la vaio, you balg them, 
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that Jeſus Chriſt and his prophets and apoſtles, main 
tained communion with the Jewiſh church: They knew 
the qualificatioas of the New-Teſtament miniſters did 


not turn upon natural deſcent, and ceremonial purity, 


ſo much as under the Old; but upon things ſpiritual 
and moral. They knew, men did not now cut off them 
ſelves from all public ordinances, by withdrawing from 
a particular national church; as they did, when there 
was but one tabernacle, or temple wherein God cauſed 
his own name to dwell. — They defied you to prove, 


that Jeſus, and his prophets or apoſtles, countenanced 
the corrupt party in their time: they granted, that he, 


juſt before his death, required his diſciples to regard the 
civil rulers, who /at in Moſes ſeat ; but they challenged 


you to prove, he required them to hear the eccleſiaſtic 
officers, who fat in Aaron's: they challenged you to 


prove, that Nicodemus, and Joſeph of Arimathea, ſat 
in the Jewiſh ſanhedrim, after it condemned the Lord of 
glory ; or, though they continued in this civil court, 


with very wicked companions, to prove from thence, 
-our duty to continve in a particular church, or with a 


particular part thereof, obſtinate in their wickedneſs and 
a poſtacy.— la vain you told them, God in the apoſtolic 
age enjoined no ſeparation from the churches of Corinth, 

Galatia, Epheſus, Pergamos, and Thyatira, notwith- 

ſtanding of the various corruptions therein : for they 
believed, no particular church was to be ſeparated from, 
till heappeared obſtinate in apoſtacy; and they defied you 


to prove, that any of theſe churches continued obſtinate- 
ly deat to the apoſtolic admonitions given them. — In 


vain you told them, that their withdrawment was a 


breaking up of the communion of ſaints, and an inter- | 


pretative condemnation of Chriſt for holding communi- 
on with any, who did not withdraw along with them: 
They knew, God had charged them to withdraw even 
from BRETHREN, who walked diſorderly: they chal- || 
lenged you to ſhew, how one, who was bound by the 
word of God, and folema covenant with him, to main- 


tain the doctrine contained in the Confeſſion of Faith, ana 
Preſbyterian government, could, without any diſorder 


32 An Historical Account the 
or degree of ſcandal, countenance or bid God ſpeed a 
miniſter, who was obſtinately overthrowing ſaid doc- 
_ trine or government: They knew God had charged 
them to buy the truth, and not ſell it; no, not to have 
fellowſhip with good men: They know not, how ig= 
ward grace, which lies in the hiddea man of the heart, 
could be the term of viſible church communion, eſpeci- 
ally to ſuch as cannot ſearch the heart, and try the reins 
of their neighbaur: They challenged you to prove, 
that there is no real ſaint id the Popith church, from 
which, notwithſtanding, God expreſsly requires us to 
withdraw z or to prove, that Luther and Calvin's obe- 
dience to that command, amounted toa breaking up the 
communion of the ſaints, and was an interpretative con- 
demning of Chriſt, merely becauſe ſome ſaint, whom he 
loves to the end, and waters every moment, ſinfully diſ- 
obeyed his ſolemu mandate, and did not come along 
with them. Do we, ſaid they, condemn Chriſt, for re- 
taining his ſaints alway io his everlaſting arms, if we re- 
fuſe to fir down with them at a communion table, that 
moment they commit adultery, as David; idolatry, as 
Solomon; or, wich curſes and oaths; deny their Maſter, 
wr Yr 
They knew the grounds of ſeparation from a church, 
ovght alway to be ſolid and weighty ; ſuch as hereſy in 
doctrines, idolatry in worſhip, tyranny in government, 
violent intruſion of paſtors, ſcandalous lives of the mi- 
niſtry, or ſinful terms of communion. They thought, 
they had ſeveral of theſe in their cafe: Knowing what 
vows their miniſters came under at their ordination, 
they reckoned them guilty of perjury and ſcandal, if 
they were notorious breakers thereof. If their Paſtor 
entertained them with legal Arwinian harangues, inſtead 


of the goſpel of Chriſt, they thought it full time io flee 


from the poiſon, and go, where they might have food 
for their ſouls. If through his unfaithfulneſs, they, at 
he Lord's table, were in danper of having the elements 
o receive from an elder known to be a protane {wearer 
or dronkard, and to give to a fellow-communicant, as 


well known, and to be as grolsly ignorant, or almoſt 
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prayerleſs perſon, they thought their condition very un- 
happy. If he habitually accommodated the cenſures, 
and other ordinances of the church, to the humours of 
his hearers, eſpecially the great, the ſuſpected, the an- 
pleaſer could not be a ſervant to Chriſt. If he was ex- 
rremely ſlothful and careleſs, or more given to his farm 
or carnal employment, they ſuſpected, Chriſt had not ſent 
him, as he had not given him a ſpirit for, and love to 
his work. If their paſtor had a better perſonal charac- 
ter than ſome others, but proſtituted this gift of God, 
to ſupport ſuch as were naughty, by aſſiſtiog at their 
communions, or conniving at t|:ir fiaful procedure in 
jugicatures, they reckoned this a plain bidding of them 
God ſpeed, and ſo accounted him a noted partaker-in 
their evil deeds : A litile leaven, (aid they, leaveneth the 
whole lump. | 

Nothing they more objected to, than the violent in- 
truſion-of a paſtor, by the power and influence of a pa- 
tron. They know, the ſacred oracles aſſign the choice 
of church officers, to adult church members, free of ſcan- 
dal. The hundred and twenty diſciples at Jeruſalem, 
choſe candidates for the apoſtleſhip*, The multitude 
of the Chriltian people choſe their decons, and the apoſ- 
tles ordained them. In all the churches, elders, or 
preſb; teries, were ordained by the election or ſuffrages of 
the profeſſed believers 1. Chriſt charges his people to 
try the Spirits ||; a ſure proof they have ſome capacity 
tor-it; but to what purpoſe ſhould they TRY them, if 
they have not power to chuſe the fit, and refuſe the im - 
proper, but molt accept whoeyer is impoſed upon them; 
Chriſt's kingdom, himſelf declared with his dying breath, 
is not of this world, John xviii. 36.; how then is it 


poſſible for civil property, to conſtitute one a member, 
far lefs a ruler thereof? How can civil property, how- 


ever conſiderable, enable the patron to diſcern, better 
than themſelves, what miniſters talents are beſt ſuited | 
and. moſt edifyiog to the ſouls of ſuch as are taught of | 
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or degree of ſcandal, countenance or bid God ſpeed a 
_ Miniſter, who was obſtinately overthrowing ſaid doc- 
trine or government : They knew God had charged 
them to buy the truth, and not (ell it; no, not to have 
fellowſhip with good men: They know not, how ia- 
ward grace, which lies in the hidden man of the heart, 
could be the term of viſible church communion, eſpeci- 
ally to ſuch as cannot ſearch the heart, and try the reins 
of their neighbour: They challenged you to prove, 
that there is no real ſaint in the Popiſn church, from 
which, notwithſtanding, God expreſsly requires us to 
withdraw; or to prove, that Luther and Calvin's obe- 
dience to that command, amounted toa breaking up the 
communion of the ſaints, and was an interpretative.con- 
demning of Chriſt, merely becauſe ſome ſaint, whom he 
loves to the end, and waters every moment, ſinfully diſ- 
obeyed his ſolemu mandate, and did not come along 
with them. Do we, ſaid they, condemn Chriſt, for re- 
taining his ſaints alway in his everlaſting arms, if we re- 
fuſe to fir down with them at a communion table, that 
moment they commit adultery, as David; idolatry, as 
Solomon; or, wich curſes and oaths; deny their Maſter, 
as Peter?“ | 
They knew the grounds of ſeparation from a church, 
ovght alway to be ſolid and weighty; ſuch as hereſy in 
doctrines, idolatry in worſhip, tyranny in government, 
violent intruſion of paſtors, ſcandalous lives of the mi- 
niſtry, or ſinful terms of communion. They thought, 
they had ſeveral of theſe in their cafe: Knowing what 
vows their minilters came under at their ordination, 
they reckoned them guilty of perjury and ſcandal, if 
they were notorious breakers thereof. If their Paſtor 
entertained them with legal Arminian harangues, inſtead 


of the goſpel of Chrift, they thought it full time 10 flee 


from the poiſon, and go, where they might have food 
for their ſouls. If through his unfaithfulneſs, they, at 
the Lord's table, were in danper of having the elements 
to receive from an elder known to be a profane {wearer 
or dronkard, and to give to a fellow-communicant, as 


well known, and to be as grolsly ignorant, or almoſt 
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prayerleſs perſon, they thought their condition very un- 
happy. If he habitually accommodated the cenſures, 
and other ordinances of the church, to the humours of 


| his hearers, eſpecially the great, the ſuſpected, the nan- 


Fl:aſer could not be a ſervant to Chriſt. If he was ex- 
:remely flothful and careleſs, or more given to his farm 
or car nal employment, they ſuſpected, Chriſt had not fent 
him, as he had not given him a ſpitit for, and love to 
his work. If their paſtor had a better perſonal charac- 
ter than ſome others, but proſtituted this gift of God, 
to ſupport fuch as were naughty, by aſſilling at their 
communions, or conniving at ti:cir finful procedure in 
Jugicatures, they reckoned this a plain bidding of them 
God ſpecd, and io accounted him a noted partuker-in 
their evil deeds : A litile leaven, laid they, leaveneth the 
whole lump. 1 | 
Nothing they more objected to, than the violent ia- 
truſion-of a paſtor, by the power and influence of a pa- 
tron. They know, the facred oracles aſſign the choice 
of church officers, to adult church members, free of ſcan- 
dal. The hundred and twenty diſciples at Jeruſalem, 


choſe candigates for the apoſtlcſhip*, The multitude 


of the Chriſtian people choſe their decons, and the apoſ- 
tles ordained themf. In all the churches, elders, or 
preſby teries, were ordained by the election or ſuffrages of 
the profeſſed believers f. Chriſt charges Eis people to 
try the Spirits ||; a ſure proof they have ſome capacity 
tor it; but to what purpoſe ſhould they TRY them, if 
they have not power to chuſe the fit, and refuſe the im- 
proper, but molt accept whoeyer is impoſed upon themz 
Chriſt's kingdom, himſelf declared with his dying breath, 
is not of this world, John xviii. 36.; how then is it 
poſſible for civil property, to conſtitnte one a member, 
far lefs a ruler thereof? How can civil property, how- 
ever conſiderable, enable the patron to diſcern, better 
than themſelves, what miniſters talents are belt ſuited 
and. moſt edifyiog to the ſouls of ſuch as are taught of 
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Cid? Will his civil property qualify him to anſwer to 
God for all theſe ſouls, over whom he impoſes a paſtor ? 
Can civil property exalt a man. in ſpiritual things, above 
God's poor ones, who are rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he hath promiſed to them that love him? 
Is God a reſpeQer of perſons? If he condema the prefer- 
ence of a rich man to a poor, in reſpect of a ſeat in our 
worſkipping aſſemblies +; is it poſſible, that he, for the 
ſake of civil greatneſs, will give any man power to diſ- 
poſe the ſouls of his people, into the hands of ſuch ſpi- 
ritual phyſicians, guides, and governors, as the man 


pleaſeth? If one may chuſe his natural phyſician, is it : 


reaſonable to deny him the choice of one for his ſoul ? 
Ia a voluntary ſociety, fuch as the church, how can one 
have the relation of a miniſter to a congregation thereof, 
fixed, without, or contrary to their conſent? How can 
we believe him a meſſenger of Chriſt? How can we pray 
for, or in faith hear him-as ſuch, for whom providence 
would never open a regular entrance, but he was oblig- 
ed to be thurſt in by the window, as a thief and a rob- 
ber? Ia vain you told them of the great man's ſuperior 
learning; they had read in their Bible, that the myſte- 
ries of the kingdom are often hid from the wiſe and prud- 
ent of this world, and revealed unto babes: and that not 
many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many noble are called, 
In vain you told them, that a great part of the congre- 


gation were the patron's tenants or ſervants; their Bi- 


dle informed them, that in Chriſt there is neitber male nor 
Female, bond nor free; but Chriſt is all and in all. Ia 
vain you told them, the rich paid moſt, or all of the ſti- 
pend ; they knew the contrary ; that heritors purchaſe 
the laads with the burden of the ſtipend thereon, and 
ſo obtain them at the leſs price: their Bible in formed 
them, it was a SORCEREn'S, vot a Chriſtian principle, 
that the ſpiritual gifts of God, or privileges ot his church, 
can be purchaſed with money. — In vain you told them 
that the reſidence of the great was more fixed, than of 
the poor cottager ; they ſhewed you inſtances of the 
poor remaining ia the ſame pariſh from generation 10 
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generation, while the rich had often changed their pro- 
perty: they pointed out the poor man, who more at- 
tended the goſpel, and more prayed for ſucceſs to it, 
and was more a comfort to his faithful miniſter, in one 
year, than ſundry great men and patrons in twenty, — 
To as little purpoſe you told them, that the civil law 
compelled to ſettle the preſentee, be the oppoſition what 


would; they knew the contrary ; and morcover their 


Bible had taught them, that we ought 29 obey Cod, ra- 
ther than men, | 

For what Simony, ſacrilege, perjury, and cruel waſt- 
ing of the church, {aid they, doth patronage open a doo: ? 
To pleaſe a friend, to gratify or reward a chaplain, the 


preſentee is complimented with the ſacred funCtion : the 
ſovls of men are fold over to his care, and the devoted 


revenues ſecured to his purſe: and what hinders him 
to return ſome obſequious compliance, or carnal ac- 
knowledgment, for the preſeatation he receives? How 
readily are the honour of Chrilt, and the ſalvation of 
mud, thus betrayed into the hand of their open adver- 
ſaries? A notorious infidel, a blaſphemef, a profaner of 
the Sabbath, an atheiſtical neglecter of the worihip of 
God in his cloſet and family, an unclean whoremong= 
er, an habitual drunkard; in fine, one who has not lo 
much religion, as, with Satan, to believe and tremble, if 
he is a patron, chuſes abaſſadors for Chriſt, and paitores 
to the ſouls of his people. Will this man commit the 
preſentation for the miniſtry to FAITHFUL ; or not 1a» 
ther to erroneous, complaiſant, and naughty men? 


By patronage, how readily may one be admitted to 


the ſacred cffice, who, at his ordination, will ſolemuly 
declare and vow before God, angels, and men, That he 


believes the whole doQrine contained in the Weſtmin— 


ſter Confeſſion of Faith, to be founded on the werd of 
God; and that he will maintain and defend it, in op- 
poſition to all Popiſh, Arian, Arminian, and other er- 
rors: and yet, in contradiction to his ſworn Confeſſion, 


will that moment believe, and will afterward habitually 
or frequently preach to his people, Arminian, and other 


errors: —in Ccontiadiction to his ſworn Confeſſion, will 


. 
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indulge his hearers in the negle of Sabbath ſanctifica- 
tion, and of the daily ſecret, and private worſhip of God: 
—ijn contradiction to his ſworn Confeſſion, will habitu- 
ally baptize the children of ſuch, whoſe prof; ignorance 
unfits them to profeſs their faith, and whoſe notour 
wickedneſs demonſtrates, they intend no obedience to 
Chriſt ;—and will admit, perhaps without any trial, to 
the Chriſtian feaſt, per ſons who know not the very firſt 
principles of theoracles of God; or who are openly wick- 
ed ſwearers, drunkards, whoremongers, Ge. 

How readily may one be admitted, who, at his ordi- 
nation, will ſolemuly avow, that he believes the Preſby- 
terian government and diſcipline to be founded on, and 
agreeable to the word of God; and engage that, to the 
utmoſt of his power, he will maintain and defend it all 
the dars of his life; While, in contradittion thereto, he 
that very moment improves a Popiſh preſentation, as the 
whole or chief part of his call to that office; and intends 
to encourage others in doing the like: —in contradiction 
to his vow, is conſtantly diſpoſcd to ridicule our cove- 
nant-engagements, to maintain ſaid government and diſ- 
Ciplinez and our martyrs, Who ſuffered in adherence 
thereto: aad, as often as occaſion permits, will aſſiſt in 
breaking down various points in Preſby terian govern= 
ments wil per vert the diſcipline, overlooking or pro- 
tecting thoſe guilty of error and ſcandal, and cenſuring 
theſe conſcientious adherents to truth ; or at leaſt with- 
out protehing againſt, or inward grief for them, will 
witneſs attacks on the dodiine, worſhip, diſcipline, or 
government, of Chriſt ? | 

By patronage, how readily may one be admitted to 
the miniftry, who, at Eis ordination, will folemnly af. 
firm, That zeal for the glory of God, love to Jeſus 
Chiift, and dchre of the ſalvation of men, not any world- 
I; iotere(} or view, ere the chiet motives to undertake 
that ofice; and that he hath vſcd no undue means, by 
bimſelf, or others, to procure this call; while it is no— 
tourly known, he, by himſelf, or friends, ſollicited, at 
leaſt accepred a popiſh preſentation, to procure, or ra- 
ther inſtead of, a call; and whoſe future unconcern for 
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his flock, attended with a ſharp look ont for his ſtipend, 
will plainly manifeſt, that oot zeal for the glory of God, 
love to Chriſt, or deſ ire of mens ſalvation, but worldly 


views and interelt, were his chief motives to vodertake 
that work? 


Hereby one is readily admitted to the facred fonction, 


who, in his ordination-vows, will ſolemnly enge ge (9 


rule well his own family; and to live a holy and circum- 
ſpect life; and faithfully, diligently, and cheartuily to 
diſcharge all the parts of his miniſterial work ; who, in 
contradiction to theſe vows, will frequently ind ulge him- 
ſelf zin ſuch looſe and carnal 'behaviour, as no way be- 
comes a follower and meſſenger of Chriſt; will too 558 
neglect the morning or evening ſacrifice of ſecret or ta- 
mily worſhip; will almoſt wholly neglect the religious 
iaſtruction of his children, or ſervants; will witneis his 
hearers profanely ſwear, or proſtitute the Sabbath, with- 
out admiri(tring a ſhadow of reproot to them; will flatter 
men, eſpeciaily it great, in a ſinful courſe; and encour- 
age them to hope, that their good works will recommend 
them to the favour of God ;—who will, in Jeſus? name, at- 
teſt elders to the general aſſembly, as perſons of a ſober 


and Chriſlian practice, ſtrict obſervers of the Sabbath, 
punctual atrenders upon public ordinances, regular main- 


tainers of the daily worſhip of God in their families, when 
he knows for certain the truth of the very reverſe ; will 
chcarfully, and without trial, admit vile perſons, to par. 
take of the ſacramental food of the children of Chrilt ; 
will ſpead his precious, his divoted hours in idle chat, or 
io over ſeeing farms, or peru ſinglromances and plays: and 
by neglecting to viſit his people, even when ſick and 


dying; by neglecting to catechiſe them, eſpecially ſuch _ 


as are of age or high rank; and by his preaching about 
an hour on Sabbath, for the molt of the year, and the 
like; will plainly bew the miniſterial work to be, not 
his pleaſure, but his taſk, which, for the ſake of his be- 
nefice. he muſt undergo. 

la fine, ſaid they, by patronage one may be admitted 
for a Preſbyterian miniſter, who, if ſearched ont, may 
be tound, an almoſt Papiſt or Heathen ; for, does he not 
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ſcemingly believe the lawfulneſs of jeſuitic aquivocati- 
on, or the validity of Popith diſpenſations to fin, who, 
in the above manner, Gy vows, and conſtantly 
practiſes the very reverſe ?— if he contemn, if he jeſt at 
part of the ſacred page; if his ſermons and practice mark 
him determined to know every thing, rather than Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified ; has he not practically denied 
the Chrittian faith, and become worſe than on infidel? — 
It he harangue upon the dignity of our corrupt nature; 
upon our ability to do works ſpiritually good, and their 
| influence to recommend us to our Maker's indulgence 
and favour ; paſling in ſilence the imputation of a Savi- 
 our's perfect righteouſneſs, and the free and all-power- 
ful operation of his Spirit; is not this the ſum of the 
abjured Popiſh, Pelagian herely ? Is not the denial, or 
paſſing in ſilence the appropriating work of ſaving faith, 
much of the fame import with holding the general and 
doubtſome faith of the Pope? — If he aſſiſt in depoſing 
a brother for conſcientious refuſal of an appointment, 
not Warranted in the word of God, is he not guilty of 
adjured Popiſh tyranny againſt Chriſtian liberty 2—lf he, 
even Without trial, admit the groſly ignorant, and noto- 
riouſly wicked, to the ſeals of the new covenant ; infers 
Dot that, his Popiſh belief, that very act of receiving 
the ſacraments is profitable, be the manner of doing ir 
what will? — Doth not even the private adminiltration 
of baptiſm, flow from, and tend to confirm the Popiſh 
tenet, of that ordinance beipg abſolutely neceſſary to 
ſalvation ?—If a miniſter entertain his people with fligh- 
ty language, which they-do not voderſtand, is that much 
different from the Roman ſervice of av unknown tongue ? 
If, inſtead of the heart-ſearching and affecting truths 
of God, he amuſe them with antic geſtures, and fop- 
-piſh elocution ; wherein are theſe preferable to Romiſh 
beads? Is not his withholding. from them proper in- 
firuQtion, and carelefly ſuffering them to continue in 
groſs ignorance, a practical holding of his Holineſs's 
maxim, that /gnorance is the mother of devotion *—If he 
diſmiſs from public ceaſure, without appearance of ſor- 
row for the offence ; or, if he accept, or allow the ac» 
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ceptance of money, inſtead of public fatisfaQiog for 
ſcandal, gives he not in, to the abjured Popiſh penance? 
If he purſue for, if he chearfully accept his benefice, 
whie he doth as little for it as poſſible, is not this an 
imitation of the Romiſh lazy monks? | 

To ſuch purpoſe reaſoned the people, who left their 
paſtors, and joined the ſeceſſion.— Too many of the a- 
bore· mentioned poſſible fruits of patronage, they thought 
plainly marked in the conduct of ſevera of the intrud- 


ed. Where no violent intrdfion took place, it was not 


always the worſt miniſter, who loſt the greateſt number 
of his people to the Seceders.— The genera] prevalence 
of groſs ignorance, and looſe living, in a congregation, 
often proved an eff. tual bulwark againſt the ptogreſs 
of the ſeceſſion. But where a diligent paſtor had train- 
ed up his people in the knowledge of their ſtandards; 


if he died, or ſtumbled into ſome leading deſection, there 
Vas oft a crowding towards it. Not a few at the firſt, 
repreſented their grievances to their paſtor, before they 
left him. Theſe generally obtained but ſmall ſatisfac- 


tion; and ſome of them were excommunicated for their 
pains; ſo the courſe came to be frequently difuſed *, 

Many who left the eſtabliſhed paſtors, thought they 
were bound to train up their children in the way? where- 


io they ſhould go, that when old, they might not de- 


part from it. They thought themſelves obliged to train 
up their children witneſſes for God, as well as themſelves. 


They durſt not hazard their childrens fovls, with a 


naughty, legal, or lazy paſtor 5' or who had no token of 


a miffion from Chriſt ; or who proſtituted his good cha- 


rater, by aſſiſting the naughty on ſacramenta] occaſſ= 
ons, Cc. any more than their own.” They knew not 
* A late author propoſes the hurt done to the wealth of the nation, 


by the Seceſſion, in the payment of (tipeuds to ſo many Seceding Mi- 
niſters, as a powertul reaſon for endeavouring to cruſh the Sect ſſion: 


but let him know, that if Seceders act in character, they can eaſily. 


fave as much time and expence from the ſervice of Satan, in the ar- 


ticles of pride, drunkenneſs, Cc. as will fully anſwer what is required + 


for their peculiar circumſtances in religious affairs; and it is believed, 
that author meets with as few Seceders, either baukrupts or beggers, 
as he does of his own party. = nat # SURG 2 
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how, what was poiſonous, hurtful, or inexpedient to 


the aged, could be nouriſhing, harmleſs, and fit for the 
young. 'Their canſe they accounted the cauſe of God; 
and ſhrinked at the thought of having an hand in its 
dropping, and being buried, in their hovſe. The ſcrip- 
ture had informed them, that children left to themſelves 
bring their parents to ſhame. They obſerved, that few 
Seceders children, whom, while under age, their pa- 
rents had not trained vp in their own way, comforted 
and honoured theſe parents with much appearance of 
ſerious godlineſs: and therefore they cauſed their little 
ones attend the ſeceding preachers, as well as thimfel ves. 
Numbers of them even carried their ſeceding views, 
Into the affair of their marriage. ln obedience to our 
valuable laws, civil and eccleſiaſtic, they fo generally de- 
teſted clandeſtine marriages, that for many years an in- 
Nance of it was ſcarce found among them. Clandeſtine 
marriage they looked on as SINFUL, ia a variety of re- 
ſpects. 

1. SINFUL, as contrary to the very law of nature, 
which ſuggeſts, that an entrance into the nuptial ſtate 
ſhould be public, in order to prevent future ſolicitations 
of perſons concerned, to uncleanneſs, or marriage with 


another. Hence it is the common law or cuſtom, of e- 


very nation under heaven, except where rhe ſexes live 
in the manner of beaſts, to have marriage publicly in- 
timated, or celebrated. Thus even nature itſelf teaches 
us, 1 Cor. xi. 14. - 

2. SINFUL, as it is a rebellion againſt the prudent 
regulations appointed, repeatedly appoiated, io this and 
other Chriſtian kingdoms and chorches, in the puteſt 
of times. In theſe, Clandeſtine marriage hath been, not 
by a few individuals, but by the collective wiſdom of 
both church and ſtate, prohibited under ſevere cenſures 


and penalties, as a ſcandalous and criminal nuiſance to 


both. Their lawful ſtatutes God himſelf adopts, and 
commands us to obey for conſcience ſake, and under 


pain of damnation, Rom. xiii. 1, — 5. 1 Pet. ii. 13. 


Heb. xitt. 7, 17. 


— 


3. SINFUL, as contrary to the manner of marriages 
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approven in ſcripture. Both in the Old and New Tel- 
tament, BETROTHING is repreſented as antecedent to 
marriage, Exod. xxi.8. and xxii,16. Lev. xix. 20. Deut. 
xx. 7. and xxii. 23, 27, 28. and xxviii. 30. Matth. 
ji. 18, The marriages of Jacob, Gen. xxix. 22. Sam- 
ſon, Judg. xiv. 1,—8. at Cana of Galilee, John ii. 1,11. 
were public. Thealluſion to marriage, Pſal. xiv. g,—1 5. 
Chriſt's parables of the children of the bride-chamber z 
the marriage of the king's fon; and of the ten virgins, 
Mat. ix. 15, and xxii. 1,—13. and Xxv.1,—1 3. do all 
ſuppoſe the univerſal cuſtom of public marriage. 
4. SINFUL, as it includes a raſh and indeliberate ruſh» 
ing into a moſt important (tate of life, deeply connect - 


ed with the glory of God, the order of his church, and 


the temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal happineſs or miſery 
of the perſons concerned, and their ſeed ;—coatrary to 
all theſe ſcriptures which require diſcretion, deliberati- 


on, and citcumſpection, and wiſdom in our conduct, 


Pla'. cxii. 5. Eccl. v. 2. Iſa, xXviii. 16. Prov. Xix. 2. 
Eph. v. 15. | 
5. SINFUL, as it deprives parents of their due ho- 
nour, and authority, and robs them of their molt pre- 
cious property on earth, —their children. When God 
created Adam and Eve, he, as their parent, formally + 
Joined them in marriage, Gen. ii. 18, —25. Nothing is 
more plainly commanded of God, than that parents 
ſhould have a principal hand ia diſpoſing of their chil- 
dren in marriage Exod, xxxiv. 16. Deut. vii. 3. 1Cor. 
vii, 38. How rebellious then, againſt him, mult it be, 
for children to diſpoſe of themſelves, without conſult- 
ing their parents! How baſe ingratitude, thus to require 
parents, who have with much labour, care, and expence, 
brought them up! How diſhoneſt to diſpoſe of that pro- 
perty of their parents, which is dearer to them, than ei- 
ther money, or goods, without their conſent; and that, 
too often, to the ſpiritual, if not temporal and eternal 
roin of themſelves and their ſeed ! How contrary thus 
to God's command of honouring, obeying, aud dealing | 
honeſtly with parents, Exod. xx. 1 2. Eph. vi. 1, 2. Prove | 
| | D 3 
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6. SINFUL, as therein a ſolema oath is profaned, be- 
ing uſed in an ordinance of Satan, an irregular method 
of marriage, and given to one who is ordinarily no more 
than a profligate vagabond, who baſely takes upon him; 
ſel, to adminiſter the ſame without aoy authority from 
either church or ſtate, How directly contrary this to 
that awful command, Thou /halt not take the name of the 
Lord thy Ged Id vain; fer the Lord will not hold him 


'_  guilileſs that taketh his name in vain! Exod. xx. 7. 


7. SINFUL, as it is a manifeſt fellowſhip with the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs, It is plainly an inſtitu- 
tion of the prince of darkneſs, calculated to cover ante- 
cedeat fornication, or to introduce perſons into a ſtate 
and life of adultery with ſuch as ſtand married to ſome 
others ; and by means of it, I have known one man 
married to three or four wives, all alive at once, It is 
a Satanic invention for the ſpeedy gratification of burn- 
ing fleſnly luſt, and for catching a claim to ſome exter- 
nal property, in a. manner indirect and diſhoneſt, Sup- 
poſe ſome ſhould have none of theſe baſe ends in view, 
yet herein they put on the ſhameful badge, and render 
| themſelves ſo like the others, that the world cannot diſ- 
tinguiſh between them; and ſo they juſtify, encourage, 
and harden them in their fin -in much the4ame man- 
ner, as one who would encourage and harden people in 
whoredom, ſhould he, while his own houſe is at hand, 
wittingly take his lodging and victuals in a public ſtew, 
ſyppoſe he ſhould never ſa much as touch one of the 
hartots within. In this light, how contrary are ſuch 
marriages to 1 Thefl. i. 22. Ab/ain from all appearance 
of evil; Ephv.11. Have no fellowſhip with the unfruit- 
ful works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them ? And 


how plainly a conſenting with thieves, and partaking 
with vile adulterers? Plal. l. 18. 


- 


8. And hence SINFUL, as it imprints a very public 
and laſting blut upon our Chriſtian character, which is 
very precious ; and, as well as our body and ſoul, is in 
beptiſm devoted to God. How contrary to ſcripture, 
Prov. xx- 1. Eccl. vii. 1, to devote that character, which 


1 


ought to be an ofnament to Chriſt ind the goſpel, Tits: 
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ii. 10. to be a chariot for Satan, in which he may ride 
| triumphant againſt Chriſt and his church, and infult the 
order and decency preſcribed in his word ! OY 
9. SINFUL, as in the caſe of Chriſtians; it gives 2 
moſt public offence to the church, and occaſions a re- 
proach and blaſphemy of the name of God among the 
? profane, contrary to 1 Cor. x, 31, 32. Rom. ii. 24. 
Mat. xviii. 7. 1 
10. SINFUL, as directly contrary to the expreſs laws 
of Chriſt, or marrying only in the Lord ; that is, in 
way of conſulting the Lord for direction; with ſuch 
only as appear to fear the Lord, and in a way calculated 


: to bring the bleſſing of the Lord upon their family, — 
: and of doing all things decently and in order, —and to the 

} uſe of edifying, 1 Cor. vii. 29. and xiv. 26, 40. 

> 11. SINFUL, as it implies a contempt of the awful 
» warnings, which God, in his word and providence, hath 
given againſt ſuch marriages ; and as without a tho- 


rough repentance, it is calculated to bring the judgments 
x of God upon the perſons guilty, and their poſterity af- 
r ter them. The only clear inſtances of ſuch marriage, and 
ia which the conſent of parents was contemned, record- 
, ed in ſcripture, are three; and all followed with the ter- 
: rible vengeance of God, The profeſling deſcendants 
\ of Seth ſaw the irreligious daughters of Cain, that they 
, were fair, and pratified their inclinations with an im- 
mediate marriage. What followed? Au univerſal brood 
: of graceleſs profligates for their children, and then an 
d overwhelming to drown poth parents and children, Gen, 
p Vi. 1,—8.-——Another inſtance is that of Eſau. . What 
— followed ? Grief to his parents, and an excluſion of him- 
| felt and his poſterity from the church of God, till their 
. remembrance ceaſed from among men, Gen. xxvi. 34, 


35- and xxxvi. Mal. i. 2, 3, —A third inſtance is that 


i of Judah, who, at his own hand, in a rambliog viſit; 

1 married a Canaanitiſh maid. What followed ? Moſt 
F ſhocking ſcenes of wickedneſs and miſery in his family, | 
„ Gen. xxxviii.——On many ſuch acecounts did Seced- 
ers conſider (clandeſtine marriages as highly criminal. 


Many of them wedded only ſuch as were of, or favours - 
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ably diſpoſed to their own way. This, other cireum- 


ſtances fuitable, they thought moſt agreeable to the di- 


vine command, of being equally yoked, and of marrying 
none apt to ſeduce them from the way of the Lord. 
This courſe they thought moſt expedient to promote 
religious intimacy between huſband and wiſe;—to pro- 
mote harmony in their family-prayers ;—and to ſecure 
the careful gs a of their children ig the _ 07 
truth. 

The ſeceſſion had not  lobg continued when the con- 


nection between the miniſters became conſiderably ſtrict. 


To have a miniſter without the eſtabliſhed church, and 
a people within it, they coold not comprehend. While 
they had freedom to continue within, they reckoned 
it ſchiſmatic to own and ſupport a minifter without. 
To have connected themſelves with a ſeceding miniſter, 
by giving him a civil bond for his ſtipend, they thought 
contrary to the nature of Chriſt's kingdom, which is not 
of this world, and too near a- kin to a giving and ag en- 
couragement of him to take, the overſight of the flock 


for filthy lucre. A promiſe or vow at their acceſſion, 
never to hear any but ſeceding miniſters, was, that I 


know of, never required. The influence of conſcience, 
real or profeſſed, was their bond of connection. By this, 
the people left hearing many in the Eſtabliſhment, be- 
cauſe they thought them not apparently meſſengers of 
Chriſt. They left hearing of others, becauſe of their 


connection with, the former; or, becauſe they did not 


ſee, how hearing of them, could either tend to awaken 


to reformation any in the church; or to confirm any 


ta the ſeceſſion, which they took to be the way of the 
Lord. All the nation being under ſolemn vows to pro- 
mote the covenanted woik of reformation, ſuch as were 
contemners of it, or careleſs about it, were by them 
thought, not altogether free of ſcandal on that head. To 
admit to ſealing ordinances, ſuch whoſe moſt noted 
ſcandals they could have no influence to cenſore, or 


Purge, was thought to involve in conſiderable perplex- 


ity. For ſeceding miniſters io have judged of their fits 


nels for the ſeals of God's covenant, Who never com 
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mitted themſelves to their care, but continued pleaſed 
with their eſtabliſhed paſtors, might have appeared ve- 
ry aſſumiog; and in ſome caſes have occaſioned dilputes 
in their own congregation. — From ſuch views the ſe- 
ceding miniſters were much on the reſerve, with reſpect 
to the admiſſion of theſe who were not of their body, 
nor diſpoſed towards an acceſſion thereto. It was ſuſ- 
peed ſuch a reſerve was too haſtily indulged, in the 
breach of fellowſhip with Meſſ. John Kid, James Ward- 
law, and other worthy miniſters or people of that ſtawp, 
who remained behind them, in the eſtabliſhed church. 
This, ſome of the Seceders repented of, when they had 
not theſe, nor their equals, in the church, to hold com- 
munion with. It cannot, however, be denied, that ſome 
of theſe worthy miniſters, by connectiog themſelves at 
 ſacrameantal, or other occaſions, with intruders, or their 
abettors, gave too much provocation. 

The plaio, and, as was reckoned, harſh dealing of the 
ſecond teſtimony; with the crowding of the people af- 
ter the ſeceding miniſters, mightily provoked the mana- 
gers, in the eſtabliſhed church, The eight brethren 
were libelled and cited to the aſſembly 1739, When 
they compared, the aſſembly intimated their readineſs to 
drop the libel, and every thing bygone, and to receive 
them with open arms, into full miniſterial and Chriſtian 
communion with them. This offer the ſecediag mini- 
ſters refuſed to accept ; and conceiviag, that the court 
chiefly conſiſted of intruders, and others active in the 
growing defeQion, they boldly declined her authority, 
as a not right conſtituted judicature of Jeſus Chriſt. Pro- 
voked a new with this daring attack, the managers re- 
ſolved to reſent it with vigour. Without finding them 
erroneous in doctriue, or ſcandalous in practice, the next 
aſſembly, 1740, depoſed them from the miniſterial of- 
fice, as to the exerciſe of it in this church. The aſſem- 
bly's reſtoration o the office of the miniſtry, Mr John 
Glaſs, an impenitent and furious Independent, who had 
plainty broken his ordination-vows, and continued de- 
claiming agaioſt Preſbyterian government, reproaching 
our national covenanting, and ſetting up as many ſec- 
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tarian congregations as lay in his power, attended their 
proſecution againit the ſeceding miniſters. A notour 
ov; ang they were zealous for themſelves, not for the 
truth. 

Theſe brethren had never given evidence, that their 
ſeceſſion was made for the ſake of filthy lucre. They 
did not, before they took that ſtep, in the manner of 
ſome ſince, ſecure themſelves in larger ſtipends: — And 
now being depoſed, they clave to their flocks, though, 
in ſundry of them, the hope of ſubſiſtence was for the 
preſent pretty incoaliderable. The civil magiſtrate quick- 
ly turned them out of their kirks, and claims to their 
benefice. Their proſecution occaſioned the increaſe of 
their followers. As their pumbers increaſed, fo did 
their trials. — Some royal faſts being indicted, on ac- 
count of the Spaniſh war, ſome of their people, in a 
particular corner of the country, where the antigovern- 
ment opinions conſiderably prevailed, ſolicited them to 
determine judicially, Whether it was lawful for Seced- 
ers to continue obſerving faſts aud thankſgivings, even 
on grounds and cauſes ſpecified by themſelves, upon the 
days nominated by the king, for ſuch exerciſes. To this 
_ petition no anſwer was given, till a pro re nata, or in- 
terim meeting of preſbytery, appointed for conſidering 
a different affair, and while fourteen of twenty-two 
members were abſent, Meſſ. Thomas N.irn, Akxan - 
der Moncrief, and Thomas Mair, irregu!ariy dragged in 


* The members preſent at this Pr: ſb: tery, as ma: ked in the o- 
riginal minute, now before me, beſid-s Mr Thomſon, moderator, 
were Meſſts. Alexander Moncrief, Thomas Nairn, Thomas Mair, 
William Hutton, Ebenezer and Kalph Eiſk'nc's, miniſters, and Mr 
James Wardiaw, from Dunfermline, ralrig Elder: The firlt four 
of whom voted for that act, as far as it difa!lows Seceders obſerving 
#:ts by their own authority, on days appointed by the ſupreme ci- 
vil magiſtrate; and tbe laſt three voted againſt it, — This meeting 
was held at Dunfermline, Jan. 8:h, 1741. Many of the members 
went home the firſt week, as is evident trom the number of abſents. 
Meſlrs. William Wilſon was at Perth; Mr james Fiſher was at Kin- 
cleaven; Mr James Mair was at Linton, and Mr Smiton was at Kil- 
maurs; and the whole elders were abſent, except Mr James Ward- 


law.—The mceting was pro re nata, and therefore the appointment 
of the falt illegal. # „ x 1243 
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that queſtion, When it was carried, I think, by rouR 
votes againſt THREE, That in regard they conceived 
the eſtabliſhed church-judicatories had ſurrendered their 
power of appointing faſts and thankſgivings into the 
hand of the Sovercignz and that the Sovereign had 
taken that power into his own hand; it would be a 
ſinful conniving at his Majeſty's exerciſing a ſpiritual 
headſhip over the church, for Seceders to obſerve pu- 
blic faſts or thankſgivings'on the diets named by him, 
even on cauſes or grounds of their own framing. 

Three of the four who voted this deciſion, after- 
wards altered their opinion. And tne deep ſ:icace 
concerning this affair, in ihe covevant-acknowleogment 
of ſins, which they, tome time after, drew up, plaiuly 
ſhews, That the above-mentioned decifion was far from 
being generally approven by the miniſters. Numbers 
of the people, however, in different corners, once giv- 
ing into a prejudice in favours of it, it was but in few 
places found for edification, to obſerve public faſting or 
thankſgiving, on the diets nominated by the king. The 
ſeceding miniſters indeed failed not to recommend pri- 
vate faſting on ivch occaſions; and to admonith their 
people to beware of offending oihers, with any public 
l-bour, So that, excepting a few of the for waid and 
leſs judicivns, as little open offsnce was erer given to 
the gavernment oa this bead by the Seceders, as by them 
who profeſſed to be the molt zeatous oblervers of the 
royal faſts. 

From a number of favourable reports concerning the 
Engliſk Methodiſts, not a few of the Seceders had judg- 
ed them laborious reformers, and prayed for their ſuc- 
ceſs. By letters, Mr. Ralph Erſkine correſponded with 
Mr John Weſley, one, if not tneir principa leader, Io- 
formed by a private hand of his unſuurIneis; informed 
by Mr Whitefield, that he and his brother H ed the 
doctrine of election, and fſearce preached tne principle agree- 
able to the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; and finding. that Mr, 
Weſley declined piving him any ſatisfaction, with re- 
ſpe to his orthodoxy, he eatirely dropped his corre(- 
pondence with him. Nor indeed were the Seceeders {or- 
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ry thereat, when they afterwards obſerved how Mr Weſ- 
jey copied after the Popiſh orders, in ſending forth, or 
ſuperintending a number of lay-preachers, labouring in 
different nations; — and had, in the Popiſh manner, in- 
ſtituted a confeſſion of heart- ſecrets, in the ſocieties un- 
der his care, calculated to render them diſſemblers, or to 
render him and his underlings ſo much maſter of their 
ſecrets, as ſnould make it dangerous for them to deſert 
his cauſe : — when they heard of his money-rated tickets 
for different degrees of faintſhip: when they obſerved, 
what fulſom epride; what want of candour ; what pre. 
tence to working of miracles ; what eſtimation of Popiſh 
or Popiſh-'ike ſuperſtition ; what vain and falſe charac. 
teriſing of his followers, as a body of perfect, or almoſt 
perfect men; what extolling of Servetus, a moſt ſhock. 
ing blaſphemer of the bleſſed Trinity, as a holy and wiſe 
man, as appears in his public performances: when they 
obſerved, how he taught, and recommended his preach- 
ers to teach in his ſocicties, That orthodoxy, or ſoundneſs 
of opinion. is a ſlender part of religion, if any part at 
all: Thar God pives every man, in his natural ſtare, a 
power to accept of an offered ſalvation; That every man, 
in bis baptiſm, has a principle of grace infuſed into him, 
which cannot be loſt, but by a long courle of ſinning: 
That the fulfilling of the broken law, in its precept and 
penalty, by Chriſt, was not neceſſary to purchaſe our 
| ſalvation: That not Chriſt's ſatisfaction to law and 
juſtice, but faith and repentance, are the terms of falva- 
tion to fallen men: That men have reaſon to complain, 
if Chriſt died not for ali, and if ali be not rendered able 
to reccive him: That if God pals by nine tents of man- 
kiad, if he deny any ſou! what is neceſſary to his preſent 
good, or final acceptance; it he hate any we are bound 


io love, he cannot be infinitely good, nay, is worſe than 


we are: That it God ſrom eternity choſe ſome to ever- 
laſting life, and purpoſed to leave others to periſh in their 
fo, he is an almighty tyrant; and more falſe, cruel, and 
wijuft, than the EVIL: Trat God's put poſe of election 
conſiſts iu his chooling obedient beiievers, according to 
the forcknow!ege of their good works; and our obedi- 


tification, or ſanctification, but men are every moment 
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ence to Chriſt is the cauſe of his becoming the Author 
of eternal ſalvation to us: That no man is particularly 
elected till the day of his converſion to God: That it is 
better to be a Turk, a Deiſt, an Atheiſt, than to be- 
lieve God has only choſen ſome men, to everlaſting life, 
and not others; or to believe that Chriſt died not equally 
for all men: That to ſay, that the covenant of grace was 
made with Chriſt, and its condition exacted from him, 
and fulfilled by him, in our ſtead, is falſe, and the very 
centre of Antinomianiſm: That the phraſe, imputed righ- 
trouſneſs, has done immenſe hurt, and tempts men to 
work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs; the nice meta- 
phyſical doctrine of Chriſt's imputed righteouſneſs leads 
men to Jicentiouſneſs; the doctrine of the ſaints having a 
finleſs obedience in Chriſt their head, while they are 
notorious, that is, manifeſtly ſinners in themſelves; is 
calculated to pleaſe and encourage th: vileſt rakes: That 
not the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, but our faith, 
is our juſtifying righteouſneſs before God: That our 
keeping of the commandments is undoubtedly the way 
to eternal life; that we are to obey the law in order to 
our final acceptance with God; our holineſs, as well 
as the blood of Chriſt, will give us boldneſs in the day 
of judgment, and will be the ground of our being then 
pronounced righteous: That our ſal vation is by works 
as a condition ; that we are rewarded of God according 
to our works, for the ſake of our works, and according 
to the merit of our works: That Heathens, who never 
heard of Chriſt, are accepted of God, for their fearing of 
God, and working righteouſneſs, according to the light 
they have: That there is no ſuch thing as a ſtate of jut- 


accepted of God, or not, according to their temper or 
work: That our juftification is incomplete at firſt, and 
per fected by degrees; that to be juſtified is the ſame 
thing, as to be born of Cod: That a man may be juſ- 
titted, and yet not have the Spirit, nor Chriſt dwelling 
in them: That we cannot poſſoſs juſtifica tion or peace 
with God, without knowing that we do ſo: That we 
aannot be Thriſtizn believers, <p; we be free from 
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ſin: That the beſt of men do not complain of diſorder 
ia their affections; nor that, when they would do good, 
evi] is preſent with them: That while our heart is per- 
fect in piety or love, we may, in our life, be compaſſed 
about with ſinful inſirmities : That the dodtrine of the 
nofailing perſeverance of the ſaints is deadly poiſon : 
That the fouls of belicvers at their death do not imme- 
din tely pais into the heavenly glory, but to a middle 
{!1te called Paradiſe : That church or ſtate may impoſe 
13:!1:Jcrent ceremonies in God's worſhip, and exclude 
Qiriſtians from church-communion, merely becauſe their 
conſcience cannot comp'y therewith. — On theſe, and 
many other accounts, the Seceders have not a favour— 
a dle opinion of Mr Weſley, nor of the preachers he ſu- 
gerintends z as it is feared they too much reſemble their 
leader. 

From Mr George Whitefield's own miſſives to Mr Er- 
ſkine, and other reports, ſundry, if not all of the Seced- 
ing Miniſters, conceived no ſmall regard for him. But 
finding, by coaverſe with him, That he decricd every 
particular form of church-government, as a mere human 
device; finding, in his ſermons aud journals, a number 
of hints, which they deemed not agreeable to the word 
of God ; and exceedingly offended with his priated ac- 
count of God's dealing with his ſoul, wherein, they 
thought, he had ſhown a tirange fondneſs to rua the 
parallel between hi:nielf and Jeſus Chriſt : had repre- 
ſented Popiſh and ſome other bad books, as the darliog 
directors of his ſpiritual excrciſe: had founded bis call 
to the miniſtry upon carly ſtirring of his affections. id e 
tales, dreams, or impreſſions : had repreſcnted abſlinenc 
from fleſh in Lent, living on coarſe food, wearing of 
woollen gloves, a patched gown, and dirty ſhoes, as 
great promoters of the ſpiritual life : had averred, that in 
his veconverted flare, he had cndcavonred to do all to 
the glory of God; was built up in the knowledge and 
fear of God; received abundant grace, in receiving ite 
the Lord's ſupper; and increaſed in favour with God 
and man: had repreſented his converſion as if begun in 
an uncommon drovght and clamminels in his throat, 
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and which, by means of his caſting himſelf down on the 
bed, and, in imitation of Jeſus Chriſt, crying out, 7zhirſt, 
was removed, and ſucceeded with a raviſhing joy and re- 
joicing in God his Saviour, by which his converſion ,was 
finiſhed ; and pretended to have been guided by the 
Spirit, and by watching and reading the ſcripture on 
his knees, in the minuteſt circumflance, as plainly as the 
Jews by conſulting the Urim and Thummim, &c.: theſe, 
and the like things, together with his ef fer and extrac?, 
wherein he inſiſted for joining Chriſtians of all deno- 
minations, Papiſts, or Proteitants, Quakers, Atians, 
Arminians, &c. if not all Jews and Heatheas, into one 
religious ſociety, without minding their different ſenti- 
ments; provoked the Seceders to turn their regard in- 
, to diſlike, and warm oppoſition *. 

In 1642, a ſurpriſing commotion, in the ſouls and 
bodies of men, happened in various places of the nati- 
f on, as they attended upon ſermons. This the principal 
c friends and admirers of Mr Whitefield, extolled as a 
Wonderful work of the Spirit of God. The Seceders 
a allowed that the lives of many were reformed by it, for 
ihe preſent ; and that truly divine and converting influ- 
euce might attend the goſpel-truths preached on theſe 
occaſions : yet, beciuſe of the bodily convulſions, the 
V diforderiy noite, the imaginary views of Chriſt as a man, 
e the diſlike io a covenanted work of re formation, and ihe 
proud boaſting, which they thought attended it, they 
: accounted it moltly deluſive. Amidit the warm conten— 
tion on ſo critical atopic, it is poſſible, both parties run 
into extremes, and became ({tumbling-blocks, one to a- 
. nother. But multitudes of the ſubjects of this famed 


* With what candour Dr Gillies conceals theſe things in his hiſ- 


U tory of Mr Whiteſield, and ſo culpably muſrepreſents the carriage of 
9 the Seceding Miniſters towards him, particularly in their conference 
4 at Dunfermline, I leave to others to judge. Is it poſſible he forgot, 
that his friend's veracity was far from being untainted? forget that 
;C his neighbour, Mr Fiſher, had publiined a different account in his re- 
4 view of Mr Robc's preface; and intimated, that he had a copy of the 
in whole conference, which it became Mr Gillies, as a candid hifterian, 
to have endeavoured to conſult? How unworthy of a truiy catholic 


t ſpirit, are ſuch low attempts of defamation ! 
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influence, returning to their wonted courſe, theSeceders 
were thereby, not a little confirmed, in their own ſen- 
timents thereof, 

Mean while, they had another trial from among them- 
ſelves, It was their earneſt prayer to God, that he would 
make our ſovereign king George, and every ſubordinate 
magiſtrate, hearty friends to, and promoters of a cove- 
nanted work of reformation, They were, however, firm- 
ly perſuaded, that difference in religion did not make 
void, or, in the leaſt annul their juſt power and autho- 
rity. They zealouſly teſtified againſt ſuch in the land, 


Who denied their civil authority in things lawful. Such 


were often publickly debarred trom receiving the Lord's 
ſupper with them. In the late rebeilioa, not a few of 
them voluntarily bore arms againſt the pretender ; not 
one of them appeared on his ſide. Numbers of them ſuf- 
fered conſiderable hardſhips, rather than do any thing 
tending to the ſupport of his army or cauſe. Mr Tho- 
mas Nairn, however, one of the miniſters, in his too vo- 
Jatile manner, preſumed to aſſert, that node but a cove- 


nanted Pre{byterian could be the law ful ſovereign of this 


realm, Quickly his brethren proſecuted him with vi- 
gour, and expelled him from their ſociety. They ju- 
dicially refuted his ſentiments; and publiſhed a large 
declaration, wherein they ſhewed, from the word of 
God, our ſubordinate ſtandards, and covenants, that the 


whole nation ought, for conſcience fake, to obey the 


preſent civil government, in all things lawful, Nor in 
reſpect of obedience to our laudable civil laws, are they, 
or their people, afraid to riſk a compariſon, with any 
party in the kingdom. | | 

After about ſeven years adviſement, the ſeceding mi- 
Difters agreed on a bond for public covenanting with 
God; and in the end of 1743, themſelves began to 
ſwear and ſubſcribe it, Next year, their act of preſby- 
tery, relative thereto, together with a judicial vindica- 
tion of goſpel truth from the injuries done it, by the 
general aſſembly 17 20 and 1722, was publiſhed by them. 
Their covenant-bond had been abundantly ſhort, and 
mollly plain, had it not redu plicated upon a long con- 
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feſſion of fins, of which, it is probable, few of their peo- 
ple could fully kaaw the import and certaiaty, It mutt 
not be imagined, the ſeceding brethren inſerted into this 
confeſſion, ſuch a multitude of hiſtorical hints, that peo- a 
ple might (wear to the truth, the fact thereof. To have 
[worn many of theſe hiſtorical articles in truth, righte- 
oaſnels, and judgment, was abſolutely impoſſible: they 

had no vouchers for them, but the fallible teſtimony of 
men. Beſides, to ſwear the certainty of facts in an oath 
directed to God as the party, appears a blaſphemous at- 
tempt to certify the Omaiſcient, and teach the Almigh- 

ty knowledge. It was neceſſary, however people (hould 

have a conliderable knowledge of, and certaiaty for 
what they ſolemnly coafeſſed to God, leaſt their con- 
felling work ſhould partly amouat to a hypocritical. 
ſlander. The preſby ter y's act, conſtituting the ſwear- 
ing of this covenant, the term of miniſterial and Chrif= 
tian communion with them, was not alittle condemued, 
It was by many thought quite unreaſonable, That a 
perſoa zealoaſly attached to divine truth, nay, to our 
ſubordinate ſtandards and covenants, and of an eminent- 
ly holy practice, ſtiould be excluded from church-{cllo- 
ſhip with them, merely becauſe he could not un derſtaud 
the meaning or certainty of every thing in this bond, 
and ackaowledgment of ſias: or, would not confeſs or 
{wear to God, what he underſtood not. Not a few of 
the ſeeediag miailters were afterwards ſenſible of the 
ſinfuineſs ol. this act: nor do I know, that ever the moſt 
zealous for covenanting, did, with reſpect to the admiſ- 
ſion of their people to ſealing ordinances, act up to the 
tenor of it. 

To puniſh the Seceders pride of their ſucceſs ; their 
want of due tenderneſs to, and concern for thoſe wha 
remained behind them in the eſtabliſhed church; their 
ſlightly laying to heart the fins of the land, which they 
profeſſed to witneſs againſt; and their ſad neglect to da 
more thin olbors, iu au holy and exemplary practice, 
the Lord gave them up to a moſt unchriſtian contenti— 
on and breach among themſelves. In 1745, their mi- 


viiters were ſo igcrcaled as to conftitute three te · 
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ries under one ſynod. Their ſynodical work commenc. 


ed, with an inquiry into the lawfulneſs of ſome oaths, 
not im poſed by parliament, but uſed in the land. They 
ere of opinion, that the MasoNn-oaTH implied in it 
an ignorant, childiſh, and ſuperſtitious profanation of 
the name of God; and therefore har moniouſly agreed 
to take pains to prevent any of their people having af- 
ter ward any hand in the ſwearing thereof. | 
With reſpect to the oath impoſed in ſome burghs, 
there was the warmeſt contention in their ſynod. The 
great point of debate was, Whether it was lawful for a 
Seceder to {wear that clauſe, I profeſs and allow with ny 
heart, the true religion preſently profeſſed within this re- 
alm, and authoriſed by the laws thereof ; I ſhall abide at, 
and defend the ſame to my life's end, rencuncing the Ro- 
man religion called Papiſiry. Meſſ. Ebenezer and Ralph 


Erlkines, James Fiſher, and others, contended, That 


ſince it was the true, the divine religion, profeſſed and 
authoriſed in Scotland, ITSELE, and not the human 
and /aulty manner of profeſſing and ſetiling 1T, that was 
ſworn, —tbe words of the oath not being, as preſently 
profeſſed and authoriſed, but words of a very different 
import: That ſince, in their ſeceſſion, they had never 
pre tended to ſet up a new religion, but to cleave cloſe- 
Iy to that, which they had before proſeſfed : That fince, 
11 their various teſtimonies, they bad ſolemnly approv- 
en the doctride, worſhip, diſciptine, and government of 
the church of Scotland; had ſolemnly declared their 
adherence to the ſtandards avowed by the eſtabliſhed 
church, and no other; had fo often declared their ad- 
herence to the ordination-vows, which they had taken 
in the eſtabliſhed church, whereby they were fworn to 
that religion, doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and govern- 
ment, piofeſſed and authoriſed in the realm: That 
ſince, though they had ſtated a quarrel with the man- 
ner, in which the true religion is preſently profeſſed ahd 


ſetiled, and had teſtified apainſt the corruptions of both 


church and ſtate, yet they had been ſo far from ſtating 
a quarrel with the true religion itſelf, proſeſſed and au- 
thoriſed in the rcalm, that they had but two years be- 


„ . 


fore, in their declaration of principles againſt Mr Nairn, 
judicially declared the religion preſeatly authoriſed to 
be their own, folemaly thanking God, that 0UR RELI- 
GION has ſuch $EcURITY by the PRESENT civil go- 
vernment, as no nation on earth enjoys the like ; there» 
fore they pled, that the ſynod could not, without the 
moſt glaring ſelf contradiction prohibit the ſwearing of 
the above clauſe; as, in itſelf, ſinful for a Seceder, — 
Meſſ. Alexander Moncrief, Thomas Mair, Adam Gib, 
and others, no leſs warmly contended, that this oath 
being admiviſtrated by theſe of the eſtabliſhed church, 
and ought to be underſtood in the ſenſe of the magi- 
ſtrates, for whole ſecurity it is given; and the true re- 
ligion mentioned in it to be underſtood, as reduplicat- 
ing upon every act of parliament or aſſembly, incooſiſt- 


ent with the law of God; and as including all the cor- 
ruptions of both church and ſtate: and ſo natively in- 


ferred, That the ſwearing of the diſputed clauſe, im- 
ported a ſolemn renounciation and dropping of the 
whole of their Teſtimony, They contended, that the 


words true religion, preſently profeſſed and authoriſed, in 


a time of reformation, would reduplicate only upon 
good acts of parliament and aſſembly; but in a time of 
deformation, reduplicated upon all the bad. 

After no (mall diſputing, the defenders of the clauſe, 


and now called Burghers, for the ſake of peace, offered 
to condeſcend to an act diſcharging Seceders to ſwear ' 
this clauſe of the oath, as inexpedient for them in the pre- 


ſeat circumſtances, viz. of ſtrife and contention about 
its meaning. This propoſal the Antiburghers rejected. 
Nothing would pleaſe them, but an act, declaring the 
_ preſent ſwearing of it ſinful for Seceders, and inconfiſt= 
ent with their teſtimony, and covenant-bond, In a meet- 
ing of ſynod, April gth, 1746, they carried a deciſion to 
their mind.- A number of the Burgher miniſters and 
elders proteſted againſt it; and ſoon after gave in their 


reaſons, importing, that it was ſinful io itlelf, contrary 


to Chriſtian forbearance, tending to rent the church, 


enacted contrary to the order preſcribed in the barrier 


acts, and carried by a catch, when many members were 
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abſeat.—Contrary to order, the Antiburghers negleQed 
to have their anſwers to theſe reaſons ready againſt next 
meeting of ſynod; and ſome of them having, in the 
meanwhile, publicly debarred from the Lord's table, ſuch 
as maintained the lawfulneſs of the burgeſs oath, a queſ- 
tion was induced, Whether the above deciſion, con- 
demaatory of the preſeat ſwearing of the religious clauſe 
of ſome burgeſs oaths, ſhould be a term of miniſterial 
and Chriſtian communion with them ? Conceiving, that 
there is a wide difference between enacting a deed of 
ſynod, and making that deed a ferm of church commu- 
nion, the ſeven Burgher miniſters who had proteſted a- 
gainſt the former deciſion, conſidered this as a new queſ- 
tion, and claimed a vote therein. After too much un- 
chriſtian altercation, at two different meetings of ſynod, 


Antiburghers to the coatrary, it was voted and carried, 
That the deciſion condemnatory of a preſent ſwearing 
of the religious clauſe of ſome burgher-oaths ſhould not 
be a term of miniſterial and Chriſtian communion with 
them, at leaſt till the affair ſhould be maturally con ſilered 
in preſbyteries and ſeſſions, and their opinion (not deciſive 
Judgment) returned: and further means of unanimity, 
by prayer and conference efſayed. No ſooner was this 
ſentence carried than Mr Thomas Mair proteſted, That 
hereby the burghers bad forefeited all their ſynogical 
power and authority; nd the whole power of the ſynod 
devolved upon himſelt and his party, aud ſuch as clave 
to them: all of whom he, though not moderator, ca). 
led to meet to-morrow in Mr Gob's houle, in a ſynodi. 
cal capacity; and then, with twenty-two more, with. 
out either moderator or clerk, withdrew from thirty- 
two of their brethren, conſtituted in the name of Chriſt, 
| With their moderator and clerk among them, viz. Mr, 
| James Mair, moderator, with Meſſ. E. R. H. and J. Er- 
ſkines, J. Fiſher, J. Macara, D. Smiton, I. Paton, A, 
. Black, D. Horn, D. Telfer, W. Hutton, J. Smith, J. 
' Johnſton, A. Thomſon, miniſters; with T. Ford, R. 
Lees, A. Douglaſs, W. Manderſton, J. Moubray, J. 


— 


Beugo, R. Wiſfart, G. Coventry, P. Millar, R. Pa- 


and notwithſtanding of a diſſent and proteſtation of the 
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terſon, J. Marſhall, S. Harper, J. Reder, J. Callendar, 
W. Millar, J. Millar, elders. All theſe are marked in 
the minutes as preſent *; nor is there the ſmalleſt pro- 


bability that any of them would go off, when ſuch an 


important queſtion was the ſubject of debate. 
Next day the Burghers met ſy nodically, according to 
adjournment, in the ordinary place. U pon the fonn- 


dation of Mr Mair's declaration, the Antiburghers con- 


ſtituted themſelves into a ſynod in Mr Gib's houſe. Here 


they ſuſtained themſelves judges of their own anſwers 


to the Burghers reaſons of proteſt above mentioned; 
and of their own diſſents and proteſts. They determin- 
ed, That the Burgher miniſters had forefeited all pow- 
er belonging to their office; and that no ſeceding preſ- 
bytery or ſeſſion, except conſtituted id ſubordination to 
their preſent meeting, could be a lawful court of Chriſt, 
This act was the baſis of their after meetings of ſeſſions 
and pre{byteries, Hence the Antiburghers on the South 


of Forth deſerted their appointed diet at Stow, and con- 


ftituted their Preſbytery elſewhere. Theſe on the North, 
abſolutely refuſed their Burgher brethren, a ſeat in their 
court; nay, even theſe of them, who had not voted, 
in what they accounted the criminal deciſion. In the 
Well, they had no preſbytery, till ſome miniſters with- 


drew from the Burghers. None of them would fit in 


ſeſſion, with ſuch elders, as refuſed to approve the con- 
{titution of ſynod in Mr Gib's houſe, and were for hold- 
ing any church-fellowſhip with the Burgher miniſters. 
They ſoon after began to ſeclude from the ſacraments, 
ſuch of their people, as oppoſed the diviſion, and were 
determined to hear both ſides, as opportunity ſhould 
permit, Theſe being thus driven away, went over to 
the Burghers. | 

Had the body of the Seceders refuſed to ſide them- 


ſelves, and obſtinately continued hearing the miniſters 
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* The minutes, which are a far better authority than 


Mr Cib, affirm, that Mr Henry Erſkine was choſen to aſ- 


it Mr Hutton, as clerk, at the firſt ſederunt of that meets. 
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on both ſides, it might have contributed to a ſpeedy 
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harmony, as to the moſt: But it was otherwiſe; and 
mournful was the ſtumbling, and the alieoation of heart, 
that took place : multitudes were perplexed, how to 
ſide themſelves ; and no doubt many did it, entirely by 
gueſs: the moſt ignorant of the diſpute were, general- 
ly the fierceſt bigots. To remedy theſe unhappy diſor- 
ders, the Burgher miniſters twice begged of their bre- 
thred, an extrajudicial meeting for prayer and confer- 
ace, in order to regain harmony in the cauſe of truth. 
Unwiliiag to convince their brethren of the crimes they 
had laid to their charge, or conſcious of the want of 
ſufficient arguments for that purpoſe, or from ſome o— 
ther motive, the Antiburghers returned no anſwer, but 
that they could not, in conſiſtence with their teſtimouy, 
comply with any ſuch propoſal; and that their bre- 
thiens only method of peace, was to appear penitent 
pannels at their bar. To this they were, with all ex- 
pedition, libelled and cited, None of them appeared, 
except Mr William Hutton. He did it, not to anſwer 
his libel, but to make a bold attack upon the conſtitu- 
tion of their ſynod, as ſchiſmatical, and contrary to Preſ- 
bytcrian parity z—as founded oa the overthrow of the 
office of elders, and the unnatural murder of their bre- 
threns ſacred office, Ac. A ſpeedy excommunication 
was his reward, and the moſt noted reply he ever re- 
ceived to his ſpeech. This conſtitution of ſynod, the 
reſt of the burgher brethren judicially declared null and 


void, coatrary to ſcripture and reaſon, Meanwhile, the 


Aatiburghers, to ſupport their cauſe, proſecuted their 
Burgher brethrea with depoſition and excommunicati- 


on, till they had delivered them over into the hand of 


Saran, and caſt them out of the church, as Heathen men 
and Publicaus.— After employing themſelves, about two 
years in this cenſuring work, they were obliged to ac- 
knowledge, That themſelves had all along been lying 


under the (candal of partaking with the Burghers in 


ſuadry of their cenſured crimes: from this ſcandal they, 
at 4 meeting of ſynod, purged one another, by judicial 
rebukes and admonitions. How ſcandalous perſons 
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were fit to cenſvre others, or,to purge one another, was, 
at leaſt by the Burghers, not well under ſtood. By no 
ſmall prayer and faſting, the Antiburghers implored the 
bleſſing of Heaven upon their excommunications: But 

God appeared to refuſe binding in heaven, what they 
| had bound on earth. The cenſutes ſeemed to have no 
other effect, than to conſtitute the objects, a kiod of 
bogbears to the Antiburgher people. Whatever abhor- 
rence they endured from their brethren, the Burgher 
miniſters, as helped of God, held their judicatures, and 
exerciſcd their miniftery as before, The Meſſ. Erikines, 
and others, lived as holily, preached as editying| iy, and 
died full ascemfot tably, as their excommunicators. Nor 
did it eſcape udobſer ved, that Mr Thomas Mair, who 
founded the excommunicating court, was, not man 
years after, obliged by his conſcience, publicly to declare, 
he had been verily guilty concerning his Burgher bre- 
threns blood: and, was himſe'* ejccted by his Antiburg- 
her brethren, as an erroneous perſon, for maintaining 
that Chriſt, in ſome ſenſe, died for all mankind, 

Nothing livce tranſacted on either fide, is much wor- 
thy of our notice. Permit me only to effiy an impar- 
"tial account of the preſent agreement and difference of 
the two parties. The congregations belonging to both, 
are about two hundred, or more: in ſome of theſe are 
thouſands of members; but the greater part fall much 
below that account, Which party have the greateſt 
number of followers 1 know not; but their teachers of 
philoſophy and divinity, at their rupture, happening to 
be on the Antihurgher fide, almoſt all the then ſtudents 
went along with their maſters; and to this day, that 
party has the greateſt number of minitters, though even 

cre the Burghers ſeem to gain ground. —Siace L747, 
both have had their reſpective ſynods, preſbytcries, and 
ſeficns : both have lopplied the malecontents, in their 
oponents congrepations, With ſermon: both conftantly 
avow their adherence to the ſcriptures, as the oxnLY 
RULE of faith and practice; both avow their adher- 
ence to the Weſtmiaſter Confeſſion of Faith, Catechiſm; 
Larger and Shorter, and to the Directory for worthip, 


and form of Preſbyterian church- government, thereto 
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ſubjoined, and to the National covenant of Scotland, 
and Solemn League of the three kingdoms. And they 
believe, few decry confeſſions of faith, for ſubordinate 
ſtandards, but in order to vent ſome erroneous dream. 


| With both, I hope, the goſpel is preached in purity, 


and endeavours uſed to commit the miniſtry, only to ſe- 
rious and faithful men. With both, miniſters deliver 
three public diſcourſes on Sabbath, through the moſt, 
and not a few through the whole of the year. Wich 
both, I hope, miniſters endeavour publicly to catechiſe, 
and privately to viſit their congregations, at leaſt once 
a year, Without reſpect of perſons. With both, the 
private adminiſtration of baptiſm is deteſted, and ſnun. 
ned, as an abjured relic of Popery, With both, mini- 
ſters, diſpenſe the Lord's ſupper once, and ſundry of 
the Burghers twice a year, Neither party allow them- 
ſelves, in admitting to the ſacraments, ſuch as have no 
viſible appearance of faintihip, nor without examinati- 
on into both their knowledge and character: —and groſs 
Ignorance of the Chriſtian faith; neglect of ſecret and 
family worſhip; curſing or ſwearing in ordinary con- 


_ verſation, or even in paſſion; playing at cards or dice; 


idleneſs, or unneceſſary labour or travel on the Lord's 


day; apparent hatred of others, or notour negle& of 


relative duties fo them, or ſquabbling with them: druk- 
enneſs; promiſcuous dancing; obſcene language, or o- 
ther apparent approaches to uncleanneſs; clar.deſtine 
marriage“; fornication ; diſhoneſty; ſmuggling ; Iy- 
ing; reviling; and the like; are, with both, account- 
ed ſcandals, ſufficient to exclude one from the ſacraments, 
till he, in a proper manner, profeſs his ſorrow for his 
offence, and reſolution to guard againſt the like for the 
future. —Their diſcipline is much the ſame, with what 
was once univerſally practiſed in the church of Scot- 
land, but now almoſt generally diſuſed. Hence ſundry 
of the leſs conſcientous Seceders, falling into fcandal, 
return to the eſtabliſhed church, that they may altoge- 
gether avoid, or only receive a very flight cenſure, 


See abyve, ę. 40,——44 
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From a view of their agreement in ſo many points, 
impartial beholders-can hardly fail to think, That, 
would both parties, with due earneſtaels, ſearch out. 
their own evils, and be affected therewith; would they 
ſeriouſly conſider, what hurt their diviſion, and vain 
Voges bave done, and are like to do to the honour of 

Chriſt, the life of religion, and the ſouls of men; and 
bow they will anſwer at his tribunal for their concern 
and hand therein; would they ſober'y coaſider, what 
Chriſt has done and doth to promote peace, and what 
he requires them to do; would both entirely lay aſide 
their pride and prejadice, and often meet for mutual 
prayer, and Chriſtian conference, eſpecially on what 
they agree in, they would certainly, ere it was long, con- 
ſigu their ceaſuring, diviſion, and dry, or almoſt unin- _ 
telligible diſputes, to everlaiting oblivion ; and return, 
25 brethren, to joia together, in the fear and ſervice of 
God. 

Bat through-milleke 3nd prejudice, their differences, 
at preſent, feem at leaſt to themſelves, not inconſider- 
able. The Aatiburghers ſtill continue upon their quar— 
relled conſtitution of iynod in Mr Gib's houſe, wherein 
about two ſifchs of the {;nod met by themſelves, and 
aſſumed the who'e power of it: they continue 25. 
proving aad praying for a bleſſing on the excommuni- 
c*tion, and other cenſure, which they, while confeſſedly 
under ſcandal themſelves, piſſed on their brethren, who 
never once acknowledge the authority of their ſeparate 
courts, They contend, that the conſtitution of the rc- 
volution-church was Eraſtian, founded on ihe will of 
the civil magiſtrate, add inclinations of the people, and 
cherefore can never lawiuliy be joined with, They con- 
tread, that their own re'igion is diffgrent from that pro- 
felled in the eſtabliſhed church, and authoriſed by the 
laws of this realm; bat, though repeatedly called, have 
rot hitherto marked out one divine truth profeſſed by 
them, which is not coutained 1a the publicly acknow- 
lelged ſtandards of religion ia the nation, They pro- 
teſs a very high veneration for their ſzcond teſtimony, 
as if jt were one, if not a principal, ſtandard; and they 


* 
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reckon it no ſmall crime to find fault, even with an bil- 
tor ical expreſſion thereof: but they renounce their or- 


dination-vows, the firſt teſtimony, and the repreſentati. 


ons exprelsly adhered to in it, in /o far as theſe approve 


the conſtitution of the revolution- church, and the reli. 


gion prefently profeſſed therein. At licence, and at or. 
dination, their candidates folemnly avow their approba. 
tion of the Aſſociate Preſbytery's declaration of princi- 


ples againſt Mr Nairn, (in p. 50. of which, they thank 


God that the Seceders own religion has ſuch sECURI- 


TY by the preſent civil gyvernment, as no nation on earth 


enjoys the lite): and alſo declare, that they believe it ſin- 
ful, inconſiſtent with their teſtimony, and bond, for a- 
ny Seceder to ſwear to the frue religion preſently profe/ſ+ 
fed and authoriſed in this realm: at leaſt, an indirect ac- 
knowledgment of the ſinfulneſs of Seceders ſwearing the 
2bove-mentioned religious clauſe of ſome Burgels-oaths, 
is neceſſary, in order to a perſon's admiſſion to ſealing 
ordinances with them. For believing and affirming, 
That the true religion, preſently profeſſed and autho- 
riſed in Scotland,jwas the ſame with that of the Seceders, 
and ſo ſafely ſworn to by them; or, for inſiſting, That 
ſuch as were of that mind, ſhould not be excluded from 
t. miniſtry, or ſeals of God's covenant, they ſeparated 
from, depoſed, and excommunicated their brethren. 
Public corenanting they reckon a very diſtinguiſhed 
point of religion, and with great zeal inſtigate their peo- 


ple thereto; and repreſent the Burghers as very wick- 


ed for not doing the ſame: It is ſhrewdly alledged, 


however, that theſe covenanters are generally far ſrom 


being ſufficiently inſtructed and tried at their admiſſion, 
and that very many of them underſtand very little of 


their covenant-bond, or acknowledgement of ſins; and 


ſo are nothing bettered in practice, except in a diſin- 
guiſhed conceit of their own covenantings and a firm 
attachment to their party. 

The Burghers having been the majority at the inſtant 
of the rupture, and keeping poſſeſſion of the place and 
power of the ſynod, continue (till upon that footing : 
Their brethren's withdrawment, and coaſtitution in Mr 


P co bs ot 
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Gib's houſe, they ſtill account moſt unreaſonable and 
abſurd, , Their above-mentioned depoſition and delive- 
ry of them to Satan, with their faſting and prayer for 
the divine ratification thereof, they account a molt fear- 
ful profanation of the name, and ordinance of Chriſt. 

But they never. attempted to cenſure their brethren, as 
they ſaw ao warrant from ſcripture to do ſo, while | it 


was morally certain, it would not tend to general edifi- 


cation. — Had they any olimmering hope of ſucceſs, they 
would even again lupplicate their meeting with them, 
for prayer and conference, in order to promote the heal- 
ing of the torn body of Chriſt. However far they al- 


low the glory of the covenanting period between 1638 


and 1650, to exceed that after 1689, they believe the 


conſtitution of the revolution-church to have been not 


Eraftian, but ſcriptural; and therefore lawfully joined 


with, And they intend to unite with the eſtabliſhed _ 


jodicatures, whenever they obſerve them earneſtly 
reforming from the various and growing defections, 
introduced ſince the revolution. The covenants, and 
good acts of church or ſtate, ſecuring and eſtabliſhing 
our ſtandards, and what is contained therein, they 


reckon no articles of the true religion, profeſſed and ſet - 
tled, but only human appearances, in favours thereof; 
and in this view they maintain the religion profeſſed in 


the revolution-chyrch, to have been the very ſame with 
that profeſſed betwixt 1638 and 1650, though the hu- 


man manner of profeſſing and ſettling it, by ſinful and 


fallivle men, was in ſome reſpects different, — Since their 
ſtandards of religion, in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, apd 
government, are the very ſame, with theſe publicly eſ- 
pouſed in the eſtabliſhed church, they generally think, 


their religion is alſo the ſame with that of their brethrea | 


in the church; but they eſteem their own manner of 
profeſſion and adherence to it, to be more ſtrict, and ſo 
think they ought to have the countenanee of the civil 
ruters, rather than ſuch who, contrary to ſolemn vows, 
practically tread the ellabliſhed ſtandards under their feet. 
— Their /econd teſtimony they reckon no ſtandard, but a 
judicial declaration in-favours of the public ſtandards of 
| 1 
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reckon it no ſmall crime to find fault, even with an hiſ- 
torical expreſſion thereof: but they renounce their or- 
dination-vows, the firſt teſtimony, and the repreſentati- 
ons exprelsly adhered to in it, in /o far as theſe approve 
the conſtitution of the revolution- church, and the reli. 
gion preſently profeſſed therein. At licence, and at or. 
dination, their candidates folemnly avow their approba. 
tion of the Aſſociate Preſbytery's declaration of princi- 
ples againſt Mr Nairn, (in p. 50. of which, they thank 
God that the Seceders own religion has ſuch sECURI- 
TY by the preſent civil g5vernment, as no nation on earth 
enjoys the lite): and allo declare, that they believe it fin- 
ful, inconſiſtent with their teſtimony, and bond, for a- 
ny Seceder to ſwear to the true religion preſenty profeſ* 
fed and authoriſed in this realm : at leaſt, an indirect ac- 
knowledgment of the ſinfulneſs of Seceders ſwearing the 
2bove-mentioned religious clauſe of ſome Burgels-oaths, 
is neceſſary, in order to a perſon's admiſſion to ſealing 
ordinances with them. For believing and affirming, 
That the true religion, preſently profeſſed and autho- 
riſed in Scotland, was the ſame with that of the Seceders, 
and ſo ſafely ſworn to by them; or, for inſiſting, That 
ſuch as were of that mind, ſhvuld not be excluded from 
1+ miniſtry, or ſeals of God's covenant, they ſeparated 
from, depoſed, and excommunicated their brethren. 
Public covenanting they reckon a very diſtinguiſhed 
point of religion, and with great zeal inftigate their peo- 
ple thereto; and repreſent the Burghers as very wick- 
ed for not doing the ſame: It is ſhrewdly alledged, 
however, that theſe covenanters are generally far from 
being ſufficiently inſtructed and tried at their admiſſion, 
and that very many of them underſtand very little of 
their covenant-bond, or acknowledgement of ſins; and 
ſo are nothing bettered in practice, except In a diftin- 
guiſhed conceit of their own teens. * and a firm 
attachment to their party. 

The Burghers having been the majority at t the inſlant 
of the rupture, aod keeping poſſeſſion of the place and 
power of the ſynod, continve (till upon that footing : 
Their brethren's withdrawment, and coagſtitution in Mr 
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Gib's houſe, they ſtill account moſt unreaſonable and 
abſurd, Their above-mentioned depoſition and delive- 
ry of them to Satan, with their faſting and prayer for 
the divine ratification thereof, they account a moſt fear- 
ful profanation of the name, and ordinance of Chrilt. 
But they never. attempted to cenſure their brethren, as 
they ſaw ao warrant from ſcripture to do ſo, while it 
was morally certain, it would not tend to general edifi- 
cation. Had they any glimmering hope of ſucceſs, they 
would even again lupplicate their meeting with them, 
0 8 prayer and conference, in order to promote the heal- 
ing of the torn body of Chriſt. However far they al- 
low the glory of the covenanting period between 1638 
and 1650, to exceed that after 1689, they believe the 
conſtitution of the revolution-church to have been not 
: Eraftian, but ſcriptural; and therefore lawfully joined 
with, And they intend to unite with the eſtabliſhed 
judicatures, whenever they obſerve them carnelt]y 
reforming from the various and growing defections, 
- introduced fince the revolution. The covenants, and 
ö good acts of church or ſtate, ſecuring and eſtabliſhing 
t our ſtandards, and what is contained therein, they 
1 reckon no articles of the true religion, profeſſed and ſet- 
1 tled, but only human appearances, in favours thereof; 
N and in this view they maintain the religion profeſſed in 
4 the revolution church, to have been the very ſame with 
- that profeſſed betwixt 1638 and 1650, though the hu- 


. man manner of profeſſing and ſettling it, by ſinful and 
x fallivle men, was in ſome reſpects different, —Since their 
n ſtaadards of religion, in doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, apd 
, government, are the very ſame, with theſe publicly eſ- 
f pouſed in the eſtabliſhed church, they generally think, 
d their religion is alſo the ſame with that of their brethrea 
— in the church; but they eſteem their own manner of 
n profeſſion and adherence to it, to be more ſtrict, and fo 
think they ought to have the countenanee of the civil 
t rulers, rather than ſuch who, contrary to ſolemn vows, 
d practically tread the eſtabliſhed ſtandards under their feet. 
2 — Their /econd teſtimony they reckon no ſtandard, but a 
lc judicial declaration ig favours of the public ſtandards of 
F 2 
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the nation, and the trurhs therein contained. In its hif. 
torical part, they grant a few ill-guarded expreſſions, and 
miſtakes as to fact: Its aſſertory part, they profeſs to 
cle ave to, without reſerve. | 
Perſuaded, that Chriſtians, equally candid and ſingle 
in their aims, and equally zealous for me truth and ho- 
nour of God, may have different views of the diſputed 
clauſe in the Burgeſs-oath, or of other human, nay, 
many divine, ex preſſions; they abhor making either the 
approbation, or condemnation of that claufe, a direct, 
or indirect term of church-fellowſhip with them: Him 
that is weak, or different from them in his faith, about 
this point, they chearfully admit, even to the miniſtry; 
but nat to doubiſul diſputatians. — Public covenanting, 
when ſeaſonable, done by perſons only who have know- 
| ledge and underſtanding, and in truth, judgment, and 
rightesuſneſs, they heartily approve, The continued o- 
bligation of their anceflor's covenants, they boldly main- 
tain: At ordinations, and other occaſions, they ſolemn- 
ly declare their adherence thereto. But finding, from 
ſcripture, that it is not a ſtanding, but occaſional duty of 
religion, never, as it appears, promoted by godly Da- 
vid nor Solomon, during the eighty years of their reign ; 
nor recommended as a then preſent duty by Chriſt or his 
_ apoſtles, during ihe more than forty years of their mi- 
niſtrations; knowing, that it is beiter not to vow, than 
to do it ignorantly, or without paying of vows, by a 
diſtinguithed holy converſation ; fearing the preſent bro: 
ken and divided ſtate of the godly, and of fo remarkable 
reſtraint of ſpiritual influences, may not be altogether 
proper for it; finding, that beſides ſome few inadvert- 
entexpreſſions, the Confeſſion of Sins, publiſhed in 1744, 
and now uſed, by their Antiburgher brethren, is ſuch 
as they could ſcarce hope to make the tweatieth part of 
their hearers underſtand ; and exceedingly ſtumbled at 
the manner in which this work is managed by their bre- 
then; they have hitherto been afraid to procced therein. 
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A Brief CHARACTER or VIEW of SECEDERS, drawn 
From the principal Deciſions of their ſupreme Judicatures. 


IT is neceffarily incumbent upon all thoſe, who pro» 
feſs to follow the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in an evil day, 
1. Firmly to believe, earneſtly maintain, and openly, 
in their profeſſion and practice, bear witneſs for the 
truths of God revealed in his word; particularly ſuch 
of them as are ia danger of being murdered by oppoſi- 
tion, poiſoned by mixtures of error, or buried in care- 
leſs oblivion, Prov. xxili. 23. Pal. Ixxvili, 3,—8. Deut. 
iv. 9. and vi. 6,—9. Iſa. xxvi. 2. and xxxviii. 19. aud 
lic. 13,14, 15. Phil. iii. 16. and i. 27, 2 Theſſ. ii. 15. 
1 Tim. vi. 20. 2 Tim. i. 13. and ii. 2. and iv. 7. Heb, 


. 2 John 4. 3 John 3, 4. Jude 3. Rev. ii. 13, 25. 


and ili. 3, 10. 2 Pet. i. 12. 

2. Thankfully to commemorate, and dutifully im- 
prove, the ſingular favours which God hath beſtowed 
upon their church or nation; particularly, thoſe by 
which he hath put or kept them ia the poſſeſſion of his 
oracles, ordig2 ances, aad eternal ſalvation, Pal. Ixxviii. 
1,—8, and cv, cvii, exlv. and cvi. 1, — 5, 13. Iſa. Ixil. 7. 
Deut. xxvi. 1,—9. 1 Chron. xvi, 

3. Mourafolly to ſearch out, confeſs, bewail, avoid, 
and practically teſtify againſt thoſe ſteps of apoſtacy 
from once attained reformation, by which the truths of 
God have been injured, or his ſingular favours abuſed, 
Lev. xx vi, 40. 2 Chron. xxx. 22. Ezek. ix. 4, 6 and 
XVi, xx, xxü, xiii, 2 Kings Rvii. 7 —23. Pſal. Ixxvili. 
cvi. Iſa. i, ii, v, Xxvill, lix. Jer. ii, —x viii. with Exod. 
Ax. 5. Mat. xxiti. 35. Eph. v. 7, 11. 1 Tim. v. 22. 

Anſwerably hereto, they profeſs aa hearty adherence 
to the Old and New Teſtament, as the only divine and 
jnfallible rule of faith and practice, 2 Tim. iii. 13.—1 6. 
Rev. xx. ii. i 8, 19. ; and to the Weſtminſter Coafe ſſion of 
Faith, Ca techiſms, and the Form of Preſbyterian church- 
government, as founded on the word of God, 2 Tim. ii. 
13.; and to the National Coveoant of Scotland, and the 
Solemn League of Scotland, Engiaad, and Ireland, as reli: 
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gious v9ws, whereby they are ſolemnly engaged to the be- 
liefand practice of whatever is authoriſed by the word of 
God, and is therefrom deduced into ſaid Confeſſion of 
Faith, Catechiſms, Directory for wor thip, and Form of 
church: -goverameat, Plal. Ixxvii. 1. and cxix. 106. Pro, 
xx. 25. Deut. xxix. 1, — 25. and xxxi. 20. Jer. |, 5.—9. 
As they conſider themſelves bound to contend earneſt- 
ly for the faith, once delivered to the ſaints; to keep 8 
Lord of Chriſt's patience, and be eſtabliſhed in the pre 
ſent truth, Jude 3. Rev. iii. 10. 2 Pet. i. 1 2. Eph. iv. Ws 
Prov. xxiii. 23: They, io oppoſition to the errors pre- 
5 rampant, in the land, particularly maintain, 

That Jeſus Chriſt, is the ſupreme and only true 
God, of the ſame ſubſtance and digaity with his eternal 
Father, Rom. ix. 5. Tit. ii. 13. John x. 30. Phil. ii. 6. 

2. That God, from all eternity, decreed whatſoever 

comes to pals, Acts v. 18. Eph. i. 11. 
3. That God, of his mere good pleaſure, without a-· 
ny regard to their future piety, as the moving cauſe, 
from all eternity elected a certain, but the ſmalleſt, num- 
ber of mankind, to everlaſting life, Eph i, 3.— 6. Mat. 
gy 16. Luke xii. 32. 

That God entered into a covenant with FPS 
as the repreſentative of all his natural poſterity ; in which 
he promiſed him add them life temporal, ſpiritual, and 
eternal, upon condition of his perfect obedience; and 
denounced the contrary death, in caſe of the {malleſt 
d 1 Gal. iti. 12. Mat. xix. 17. Gal. iv, 24. 
Hol. vi. 

5. That through his breich of that covenant, in his 
eating of the forbidden fruit, all men axe conceived and 
born ia fin, able to do nothing fpiritually gcod, but are 
children of diſobedience and wrath, Rom, v. 1 2, —20. 
aud viii. 3. 7, 8 Eph ii. 1, 2, 3, 8. 

6. That no light of ature, but the ſcripture alone, 
is lufficient to conduct fallen men to true and everlaſt- 
in? happineſs, As xiv. 1 5, 16. and xvii. 30. Piov. xxix. 
18 Eph. ii. 1 2. 2 John 9. Col. i. 26, 27. 1 Cor. i. 20. — 24. 

7. That in order to redeem men from an everlaſtin 
ta e of fig and miſery, and bring them to eveilaſlir g fal- 


God to one's ſelf io particu! ar, John xx. 28. Jer. xx. 6 
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vation, Chriſt, the only begotten Son of God, afſumed 
our nature, and for ever continues to be true God and 
true man, in two diſtinct aatores, and one perſon, Heb. 
ii, 8, — 16. Rom. viii. 3. Plal. ii. 6, — 11. Ia, vii. 14. 
and ix. 6. Rom. ix. 5. andi. 3. 4. 

8. That he, as our Surety, in the covenant of grace, 


from all eternity, undertook for all the elect, and them 


only, and in the fulneſs of time performed to the. bro- 


ken law, and offended juſtice of God, whatever obedi- 


ence and ſatisfaction could have been required of us, 
Jer. xxx. 21. Pſal. xl. 6, —8. Iſa. liii, and xlii. 21. Rom. 
v. 15, — 21. aud viii. 3, 4. 2 Cor. v. 21. Gal. iv. 4, 5. and 
ili. 13. Heb. x. 10,—14. 1 Pet. ii. 24, and iti. 18. 

9. That his Surety-righteouſnels, imputed to us by 


God, and not any thing wrought in, or done by us, is 


the foundation of our pardon of fin, acceptance with 
God, and title to eternal life, Rom. v. 15, 21. Phil. iii. . 
La. Ixiv. 6. and xlv. 24, 25, and Ixi. 10. and Iii. 5, 11, 
and liv, 17, Ila. Ixiv. 17. J. r. xxiii. 6. Dan. ix. 24. 
10. That though God hath not fixed any neceſſary 


and infallible connection between the natural endeavours 


of unregenerate men, and his beſtowing of ſaving grace 
upon them, yet it is their indiſpenſible duty, carefully 
to attend the ordinances of the goſpel, as means appoint- 


ed of God, for the effectual conveyance of his Spirit and 


grace, Pfal. xxxiv. 11. Prov. viii. 34. Acts viii. 33. Iſa. 


Iv. 3. Mat. vii. 14. Luke xiii. 21, 14. 


11. That though Jeſus Chriſt laid down his life for 
the elect only, yet, in the goſpel, he, and his complete 
righteouſneſs, and everlaſting ſalvation, are freely offer- 
ed to all ſinful men who hear it, fo as each may war- 
rantably receive him, his righteouſneſs and ſalvation, to 
himſelf in particular, Prov. i. 22, 23, 24. and viii. 4. 
and ix. 4, 5. Iſa. lv. 1,—7. and «vi. [2, 13. and xlv. 
22. John vi. 37. Mat. xi. 28. Rev, xXil. 17, | 

12, That in conſequence hereof, there is, in the ve- 
ry nature of faith, a real appropriation of Chrilt, his righ-, 
teouſneſs and ſalvation, as in the goſpel freely given of 


3 


Ii. xlv. 24, 25, Zech. xiii. 9. Acts xv. 11. Gal. TA | 
10, 20. I Cor.! J. 30. 2 Cor. v. 21. y 
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13. That all believers, through their union to Chriſt, 
as the Lord their righteouſneſs, who fulfilled the mo- 
ral law as a covenant for them, are fully and irrevock - 
ably delivered from the law, in that covenant form, ſo as 
they caa neither be juſtified or condemned, on account 
of their own works; yet, they are for ever under that 
as a binding rule of life, eſtabliſhed by Jehova their 
Creator and Redeemer, Rom. vi. and vii. 4. Gal. ii. 19. 
and iii. 13. and iv. 4, 5. 1 Cor. ix. 21. Luke i. 74, 75. 
Tit. ii. 11, 12, 13. 

14. That there can be no true turning from ſin hb 
fore coming to, and uniting with Chrilt ; oor ought we 
to attempt it, in order to pave our way, or to recom- 
mend ourſelves to him ; but as utterly ignorant, guilty, 
polluted, weak, and enſlaved in ourſelves, we ought to 
receive him as made of God to us wiſdom, righteouf- 
neſs, ſanctification, and redemption, that he may fave 
and turn us from our ſins, John xv. 5. Rom. viii. 7, 8. 
Mat. i. 21. and xvili. 11. Rom. xi. 26. Acts v. 31. Jer. 
xxxi. 18, 19, 20. 

15. That the goſpel, properly taken, is no new law, 
requiring of men, faith, repentance, and ſincere obedi- 
ence, as the proper conditions of their ſalvation; but is 
God's infinitely gracious declaration, in which be ma- 
nifeſts, gives, and offers to us, as ſinful men, Chriſt, 
bis righteouſneſs and ſalvation, freely, without money, 
and without price, Luke li. 10, 11. Iſa. xlii. I,—7. and 
Ixi. 1, 2, 3. and lv. 1,—7, 1 Tim. j. 15. Rev. xXil, 17. 
John vii. 37, 38. 

16. That goſpel-holineſs is at once, a diſtinguiſhed 
privilege, a principal part of ſalvation, and an indiſpen- 
ſible duty, and neceſſary preparation for celeſtial happi- 
neſs; but is not a proper condition of our title to, or 
poſſeſſion of it, 1 Thefl. v. 23. 1 Cor. J. 30. 1 pet. i. 
15, 16, Heb. xii. 14. 1 Cor. xv. 58. Phil. iii. 9. Tit. 
lii. 5. — 7. Rom. xi, 6. and v. 21. and vi. 23. | 

17. That believers being perfectly freed from the 
law, as a covenant of works, no ſlaviſh fear of falling in- 
to hell by their daily ſins, or hopes of procuriog heaven 
by their good works, ought to influence their obedience, 
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but they ought always to act as united to Chriſt, and 
intereſted in his everlaſting righteouſneſs and ſalvation, | 
Rom. v. 15, — 21. With chap. vi. and vii. 4. Tit. ii. 
11,—14. Pal, cxvi. 16. and cxix. 32. 1 John iv. 19. 

18, That God needs nothing from, nor can be pro- 
fited by any creaturez and ſo can only reward their 
good works of his own free will and bouaty, Job xxll. 
2,—4. and xxv. 7. Luke xvil. 10, 

19. That not ſelf love, ipgereſt, or pleaſure, bot the 
law of God is the fole ſtandard by 'which the goodneſs 
of actions, religious and moral, is to be eſtimated and 
adjuſted ; and not ſelf. love, but proper views of the ex- 
cellencies of God, as our God in Chrilt, and a regard to 
his authority, ovght to be the leading motives of our o- 
bedience to him, Mat. xvi. 24. Deut. xii. 33. Exod. 
XX, 2,—'7, Tit. i. 11, —14. 

20. That believers can neither totally or finally fall 
from the ſtate of grace, or hold Jeſus Chriit for a down- 
right impoſtor, Jer. xxxil, 39, 40. Job xvii. 9. Prov, 
iv. 18. 1 Pet. i. 5. John iv. and vi. 40, 54. and x. 28, 
29. and xiv. 19. | 
21. That Jeſus Chriſt LoxE is the Kiog and Head 
of his church, having power to appoint her laws, ordi- 
nances, and offices; and to whome oNLy, her officers 
are ſubjeQt | in all their ſpiritual miciſtrativns, Pſal. ii. 7. 
Iſa. ix. 6, 7. Ezek. xxxiv. 23. Mat, xvi. 18, 19. and xxiii. 
8, —10. and xxvili, i8,—20. Heb x1. 17. 1 Pet. v. 4. 
22. That Chriſt, in the New Teſtament, hath pre- 
ſcribed a particular form of church- government, diſtinct 
from, and independent on the civil magiſtracy ; which 


is the Preſbyterian, and no other, — to continue unalte- 


Table, till the end of the world, John xviii. 36. Mat. 
xvi. 18, 19. and xviti. 15,—20. and xx. 25.— 27. And 
xx vi. 26.— 29. and xxviii. 18, 19, 20. John xx. 21, 22, 

23. Acts i. — xx. Rom. xit. 4, — 8. 1 Cor. iii. — xiv, 
'2 Cor. ii. 1,—8. Epiſtles to en and Titus almoſt 
throughout, Cc. &c. 

23. That Chriſt hath not intruſted the power of 
church-government to magiſtrates, lordly biſhops, or to 
believers in general; but to men officers, paſtors, el- 
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ders, and deacons, appoiated by himſelf, —who have full 
power and warrant from him to bold ſpiritual courts 
in his name, — ſeſſions, preſbyteries, and ſynods, when 
neceſſary but whoſe whole management muſt be re- 
gulated by his laws, preſcribed in his word, 1 Cor. xii. 
28. Eph. iv. 11, — 14. 1 Theſſ. v. 12. 1 Tim. v. 17. 
Acts vi. 1,—9. Mat. xviii, 1 5,—20. and xvi. 19. 1 Tim. 
iv. 14. Acts xv. Heb. xiii. 17. 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Oc. c. 

24. That Chriſt's kingdom, being of a ſpiritual na- 
ture, her officers ought to be elected to their office by 
perſons in full communion with her ia all her ſealing 
ordinances ; no perſon's vote being preferred on any ſe- 
{ecular account, 1 John i IV. 1. Acts i. 15.—26. and vi. 
1, — 6. and xiv. 23. 

The Seceders alſo profeſs, thankfully to commemorate 
and dutifully improve the ſingular favours of God, 
which he hath beſtowed upon this church and land, 
and by which he hath put or kept us in poſſeſſion of his 
oracles, ordinances, or other ſpiritual bleſſings ; ſuch as, 

1. That notwithſtanding our fathers ſavage ignorance 
and barbarity, and their great diſtance from Jeruſalem, 
the goſpel of peace and ſalvation was, perhaps, within 
about forty years after our Redeemer's aſcenſion, early 
introduced into our Ifland, in fulfilment of his man 
p ecious promiſes, concerning the ends of the earth, and 
iſles of the fea. 

2. That notwithſtanding all the united force and 
fraud of the Popiſh clergy, and of the courts of Scotland 
and France, the Proteſtant Reformation was, with great 
Tegularity, introduced iato cur country; 2nd by mani - 
fold faithful wreſtlings, againſt the rage of Papiſts, 
treachery of profeſſed Proteſtants, and poverty and diſ- 
treſs of miniſters, carried on to a further degree of pu · 
rity, than in any other Proteſtant church. 

3- That, as during the darkneſs and bondage of Po- 
pery, he had (till given power to ſome in our land to 
witneſs for him, clothed in ſackcloth ; ſo, under the 
fearful apoltacies, profaneneſs, aud perſecutions, between 
1690 and 1637, and between 1660, and 1688, he had 
preſerved for himſelf, a number of faithful wicuelſes for 
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his injured truths; afforded them ſingular meaſures of 


his Spiritand preſence, and honoured them to win many 
ſouls to Chriſt. 


4. That when archbiſhop Land, and our profligate 


biſhops, aſſiſted by King Charles I. and his courtiers, 
had reduced our church and nation to the briok of Po- 
pery and ſlavery, the Lord wrought ſuch a deliverance 
and reformation in 1638, as aſtoniſhed every ſerious be- 
holder, and confounded his enemies; and by the ſtrug- 
ples and prayers of the then faithful managers, laid the 
foundation of theſe civil and religious privileges, which 
we now enjoy. 
5. That at the Revolution in 1688, when our watch- 
men in both church and ſtate were remarkably aſleep, 


he redeemed us out of the very jaws of Popery and ſla- 


very, if not alſo of a bloody maſſacre; and that by means 
of our tyrant's own Son- in-law, aſſiſted by a train of al- 
molt miraculous providences, —he re-eſtabliſhed our re- 


ligion and liberties, though not altogether in the former 
plorious manner. 


6. That when queen Anne, and her courtiers, had 


ripened their ſcheme tor introducing a Popith pretend- 
er, to the overthrow of our religion 2nd liberties, the 
Lord, by her ſeaſonsble death, —by the defeat of the re- 
bels in 1715, as well as in 1745, and by the eſtabliſh- 


ment of the family of Hanover on the Britiſh throne, 


hath preſerved for us the enjoymeat of our — aud 
liber ties. 


7. That when Arminian, Arian, and other errors, 
attended by ontrageous eccleſiaſtical tyranny, threaten- 


ed the rvin of religion in our laad, the Lord gave us a 


little reviving in our bondage, in the rite of the Seceſ- 
fion 1733.; by means of which, however ſinfully miſ- 
managed. by both miniſters and people, the doctrines of 
the goſpel have been not a little made known, and pro- 
bably the corrupt party in the church ſomewhat reſtrain · 
ed oy their error or wickedneſs, _ 

That on ſeveral occaſions, the Lord enabled our 
3 ſolemnly to infeft themſelves and their poſte · 
rity ia the grant which Ee had made to "MW Son, CHRIST, 
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of the iſles, and utmoſt ends of the earth for his poſ- 
ſeſſion, 2nd on ſeveral occaſions to dedicate themſelves 
and their feed to his honourable ſervice; and counte- 
nanced them in ſo doing, not only in ez ternal ſmiles of 
providence, but by ſuch remarkable out-pouring of his 


Spirit, for the coaviction, con verſion, and reſor mation 


of men, as hath not been known in any period of the 


. Chriſtian church, ſince the apoſtolic age. 


Reckoning themſelves commanded of God, to moura 
over their own iniquities, and the iniquities of their fa- 
tiers and neighbours, they, ia conſequence of the above 
adherence, renounce every thing contrary thereto, whe- 
ther in principle, or practice, and profeſs to lameat over 
the prevalency thereof, as a ground of the Lord's con- 
troverſy with this church and nation. The errors they, 
according to their knowledge, condemn, are principally 


the Socinian, Arian, Arminian, Popiſh, Prelatic, and 


Sectarian.—Among. the practical backſlidings from the 
once attained-to, and covenanted work of reformation, 
which have happeved in the preceding and preſent age, 
as abuſes of the above-mentioned, or like ſingular fa- 
vVours of God they enumerate, 

i. The re-adreiſhon of wicked malignants to places 
of civil power and trult, in order to ailitt K. Charles II. 

againſt Cromwell and bis party. 

2. Cromwell's toleration of manifold errors and he- 


re ſies. 
3. The refloration of K. Charles to his power in 


1660, without requiring any ſecurity for his governing 


the nation according to the good laws thereof. 
4. The parliament's diſannolling all the laws whizh. 


had been made between 1638 and 1659, in favours of 


a covenanted work of reformation, or the good order of 
the nation. 
c. Their eſtabliſhing the king's ſupremacy, or ſpiri- | 
tua! head(hip, over the church. 
6. Their declaring of the national covenant, as ex- 
lained to abjure Prelacy, and the articles of Perth, and 
the folemn league, to be unlawful oaths, and not bind- 
ing on the [(We ters and ſubſcribers thereof. Their re- 


= Ne and Frozrejs J EIJE WEUE  prurs — 
quiring the ſubjects ſolemaly tz renounce them, and 
making it trealonable to GIVE, TAKE, SPEAK, OC 
WRITE, in defeace of them; together with the public 
burning of theſe ſolemn covenaats with G04, at Liatith - 
gow and Edinburgh. 

7. The reſtoration of Prelacy, after it had been fou ad 
contrary to the word of God, and repeatedly abjured in 
ſolema covenants : ,—Minilters and others neglect to give 
proper teſtimony againſt the introduction thereof; and 

too general compliance therewith; and the terrible per- 
ſecution of ſuch as faithfully oppoſed it. | 

8. The obligiag of the ſubjects, by manifold oiths 
and declarations, to approve the various iniquities of 

that perſecuting period. 

9. K. Charles II. “s Indulgencies of Preſbyterian mi- 
niſters to exerciſe their office, which flowed from his 
blaſphemous claim to eccleſiaſtical ſupremacy; and were 
clogged with ſeveral ſinful reftriftions; and K. James 
VII.'s unlimited toleratioa, founded in his claim to ab- 
ſolute: power, and plaialy intended for the introduttioa 
of Popery, and Preſbyterian miniſters thank{al accept- 
ance of the ſame. 

10. That the Revolution parliament did not revive 
the legal ſecurities given to a covenanted reformation, 
between 1638 and 1650; but evea left fome bad laws 
at leaſt not plainly reſcended. 

11. That they did not duly reſent the heaven-dariap 
injuries which had been done to the national covenant 
and ſolemn league, nor aboliſh Prelacy, as contrary to 
the word of God, and theſe covenants, 

12, That in the union ſettlement 1707, the parlia. 
ment, in manifeſt contradiction to the covenants, and 
the belief of the divine right of Pre{bjtery, not only con- 
fented to, but actual confirmed the perpetual eſtabliſh- 
. of Prelacy, and the ceremonies in England. 

- The Britiſh parliament reſtored patronage, and 
Ss faverhtitions Yule vacance ; eſtabliſhed a toleration 
of Prelacy, and every other orm of religion in Scotland, 
only Popery and blaſphemy excepted; and have repeal- 
ed the penal ſtatutes agaiaſt witchcraft. 1 


* 14: That they impofed "Rea abſitatiog cath upon mir 
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niſters and others; and in an Eraſtian manner, required 
the Scotch miniſters to read from their pulpit, oa the 
Lord's day, in the time of divine worthp, a civil pro- 


ciamation relative to captain Porteons, under paiu of fe- 


cluſion from fitting in Preſbytery. 

15. That the Preſpyterian Clergy, at the Revolution, 
did not more plaialy mourn over, and teſtify againſt the 
horrid branches of apoſtacy in the preceding perſccuting 
period; and did not more readily and ſolemnly aſſert the 
ſole headinip of Chriſt over his church, the divine right 
of Preſbyterian government, and the intrinſic power of 
the church, which had been ſo daringly denied and re- 
nounced in the preceding period. Nay, did themſelves 
too readily diſſolve or proroꝑue their general aſſemblies, 
in ob2dience to the Eraſtian requirements of K. William 
and Q. Ande. 

16. That iaſlead of being duly cenſured, many who 
had plainiy peijured themfelves in their compliance 
with, Prelacy,and intakingtheimpious oaths and bonds, 

and even in perſecuting the Lord's people, were admit- 
ted to church-fellowſhip, nay, to the office of elders or 
migiſters, without proper 008 of repentance» 

17. That the bulk of the miaifiry, to the no ſmall 
offence of the godly, and renting of the church, com- 
plied with the Eraftian and ſinful orders of the parlia- 
ment, relative to the 2juration cath, and proclamation 
concerning captain Porteous. 

18. That ia their rape againſt the Meri of modern 
@m1init;, the aſiembly condemned a variety of precious 
goſpel truths; but have ſlightly cenſured, and more fre- 
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relied at their bar for Arian, Arminian, or other errors; 
and have tefuſed to aflert the truth, in expreſs oppoli- 
tion thereto, | 

19. Their violent and habitual promoting patronage, 
and intruſion of miniſters, ordiaarily very unſit for the 
office; and periecuting of ſ:ch as faithfully oppole'tt Fe 
See theſe truths, mercies, and ſteps of apoſlacy, more ſully re- 
preſeuted in the Reaexhibition ob the Seceder?s Tait, parti- 


cularly, the ſecand Lelimony ; and | im that moſt. eier con- 
cerning the de ctriffe ; of grate, & & end Leterel titel Horte 


Riſe and Progreſs of the Seceſſiun. 75 
Theſe things, together with the ſo frequent repetition 
of oaths, relative to allegiance and trade; receiving of 
the Lor.!'s s ſupper 1 in the Eagliſh manner, A a teſt of loy- 
alty; (eye, oy touching and kiſſing the goſpels; re- 
peated redellion of a maligu int party againlt our lawful | 
Sovereigng of the family of Hanover, in favours of a Po— 
piſh pretendzr ; abonnding ignorance of the Chriſtian | 
doctrines; negle& of God's worthip in pudlic, private, or 
ſecret ; profane curfing and ſwearing in common dif- 
courſe; open violation of the Sabbath ; notorious neglect 
of relative duties; admiſſion of inſufficient and wicked 
perſons to offices in church and ſtate, or to the ſeals of 
God's covenant; drunknneſs and bribery, deceit and 
profane ſweari ing in the election of magiſtrates, or even 
of miniſters; abounding murder, uncleanneſs, luxury, 
theft, ſmuggling, ſtage · plays; games at cards and dice; 
lying; reviling; backbiting, and covetouſneſs, — they 
profeſs to detelt and alſo mourn over, as cauſe of the 
Lord's wrath (till ſtanding againſt the generation. But 
it is not to be imagined, that every one hath an equal 
clear view of all theſe evils, particularly ſuch as relate 
to former times; nor that every one hath the fame view 
of the ſinfulneſs of each of theſe facts. 
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